Noun Phrases
Ref Hsk3 Grammar

e oo — “some ... (others) ...”
picks out part of a group — “some (of them).” It shines in pairs or sets, contrasting
one slice of a group against another: “some are ..., some are ...” It can sit before the

noun or right after the subject, and the noun is often dropped once context is clear.
Structure: + (Subject) + Predicate , + (Subject) + Predicate

{zh: |you de rén|some people / |zailare / |he jit|drinking / , |you de rén|some people
/ |zailare / |tiao wi|dancing / . }

Some are drinking, some are dancing.

{zh: |wai gud rén|foreigners / |you delsome / |hén|very / |you qidn|rich / , |ydu
de|some / |méi qidn|not / . }

Some foreigners are rich, some aren’t.

{zh: |zhe xie|these / |ping gud|apples / |you de|some / |tidn|sweet / , |you de|some /
|suan|sour / . }

Some of these apples are sweet, some are sour.

Remember: ... splits a group you already have (“some of them..”). For “some”
as a vague amount you want or buy, switch to ().

Watch out

o It can sit after the subject (.....) or before the noun (..) — both are fine.
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