Verbs
Ref Hsk3 Grammar

— “looks, seems, appears”

(kanqilai) reports a snap impression from what you can see — “(it) looks /
seems / appears” — and comes right before the description. Best of all, the whole
sense-family works the same way: swap in (“sounds”), (“tastes”), (“feels to use”) and
you've got a free set of patterns.

Structure: Subject + + Adjective

{zh: |dan gaol|the cake / |[kan qi l4i[looks / |[hén|very / |hdo chitasty / . }
The cake looks delicious.

{zh: [talhe / |kan qi lai|looks / |hén|very / |léi|tired / . }

He looks tired.

Remember: sense verb + = “comes across as ..”. (looks), (sounds), (tastes),

(handles) — learn the frame once, reuse it everywhere.

Watch out

o For an inferred “it seems” (a conclusion, not a look), reach for or instead.

() — “not as ... as” (comparison)

() is the flip side of : “A B 4+ Adjective” means “A is not as [Adjective] as B.” Yes
— it’s the very same as “not have,” moonlighting as a comparison word.

Structure: Noun 1 + () + Noun 2 + Adjective

{zh: |Xido Zhang|Xiao Zhang / |méi you|not as / |Xiao Li|Xiao Li / |gao|tall / . }
Xiao Zhang isn’t as tall as Xiao Li.

{zh: |jm tian|today / |méi you|not as / |zué tian|yesterday / |léng|cold / . }

Today isn’t as cold as yesterday.

Remember: = “more than”; = “not as much as.” (“you’re taller than me”)
flips to (“I'm not as tall as you”). Add for force: .

Watch out

o The adjective is bare — no : v/, not .

/ / / — making someone do something

These causative verbs slot a person between the verb and what they end up doing
— “make / let / ask / cause someone to ...” Pick by tone: is the everyday “make /
let,” a colloquial “tell,” a polite “ask / invite,” and a formal, written “cause.”

Structure: Subject + / / / + Person + Predicate
{zh: |nilyou / |wei shén me|why / |bti|not / [rang|let / [wO|me / |qu|go / 7 }
Why won’t you let me go?

{zh: |wo|l / |xiang|want / |qing|to ask / |ni|you / |bang|do / |wO|lme / |yi gela /
|mang|favour / . }

I’d like to ask you a favour.

Remember: all four mean “get someone to do something,” sorted by politeness:
(formal) — (neutral, “make/let”) — (casual, “tell”) — (polite, “ask/invite”). is
your safe default in speech.

Watch out

¢ covers both “make” and “let” — context decides which.

— “pass by / after going through”

(jingguo) wears two hats. As a verb it means “pass by / through (a place)”; as a

preposition it sets up “after going through (a process or time), ..” before you state
the result.
Structure: + Place (verb) - + Process / Time , Result

{zh: |wo|l / |méi tian|every day / |shang ban|to work / |[dou / |jing guo|pass by / |zhe
lilhere / . }

I pass by here every day on my way to work.

{zh: |jmg guolafter / |nu lilhard work / , [ta|she / |kdo shang|got into / |le / |da
xué|university / . }

Through hard work, she got into university.

Remember: always means “go through” — through a place (the verb) or through
a process (the preposition). Compare (“by means of, via”): rides a journey/process,
rides a method/agent.

Watch out

o As a preposition it opens the sentence: + process, then the result.



