
Waves
IGCSE Physics ·Vocabulary

Write each word 3 times.

English Write it 3 times (English)

wave
/weɪv/

energy
/ˈenədʒi/

ripple tank
/ˈrɪpl tæŋk/

wavefront
/ˈweɪvfrʌnt/

wavelength
/ˈweɪvleŋθ/

frequency
/ˈfriːkwənsi/

crest
/krest/

peak
/piːk/

trough
/trɒf/

amplitude
/ˈæmplɪtjuːd/

wave speed
/weɪv spiːd/

transverse wave
/trænsˈvɜːs weɪv/

propagation
/ˌprɒpəˈɡeɪʃn/

longitudinal wave
/ˌlɒŋɡɪˈtjuːdɪnl weɪv/

reflection
/rɪˈflekʃn/
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English Write it 3 times (English)

refraction
/rɪˈfrækʃn/

diffraction
/dɪˈfrækʃn/

light
/laɪt/

normal
/ˈnɔːml/

angle of incidence
/ˈæŋɡl ɒv ˈɪnsɪdəns/

angle of reflection
/ˈæŋɡl ɒv rɪˈflekʃn/

plane mirror
/pleɪn ˈmɪrə/

angle of refraction
/ˈæŋɡl ɒv rɪˈfrækʃn/

ray box
/reɪ bɒks/

refractive index
/rɪˈfræktɪv ˈɪndeks/

total internal
reflection
/ˈtəʊtl ɪnˈtɜːnl rɪˈflekʃn/
critical angle
/ˈkrɪtɪkl ˈæŋɡl/

optical fibre
/ˈɒptɪkl ˈfaɪbə/

converging lens
/kənˈvɜːdʒɪŋ lenz/

principal focus
/ˈprɪnsɪpl ˈfəʊkəs/

principal axis
/ˈprɪnsɪpl ˈæksɪs/

focal length
/ˈfəʊkl leŋθ/

IGCSE Physics • Waves 2



English Write it 3 times (English)

diverging lens
/daɪˈvɜːdʒɪŋ lenz/

real image
/rɪəl ˈɪmɪdʒ/

virtual image
/ˈvɜːtʃuːəl ˈɪmɪdʒ/

magnifying glass
/ˈmæɡnɪfaɪɪŋ ɡlæs/

enlarged
/enˈlɑːdʒd/

diminished
/dɪˈmɪnɪʃt/

upright
/ˈʌpraɪt/

inverted
/ɪnˈvɜːtɪd/

short-sightedness
/ʃɔːt ˈsaɪtɪdnəs/

retina
/ˈretɪnə/

long-sightedness
/lɒŋ ˈsaɪtɪdnəs/

prism
/ˈprɪzəm/

spectrum
/ˈspektrəm/

dispersion
/dɪˈspɜːʃn/

monochromatic
/ˌmɒnəʊkrəʊˈmætɪk/

electromagnetic
spectrum
/ɪˌlektrəʊməɡˈnetɪk
ˈspektrəm/
vacuum
/ˈvækjuːm/
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English Write it 3 times (English)

radio waves
/ˈreɪdɪəʊ weɪvz/

microwave
/ˈmaɪkrəʊweɪv/

infrared
/ˌɪnfrəˈred/

ultraviolet
/ˌʊltrəˈvaɪəlɪt/

X-rays
/eks reɪz/

X

gamma rays
/ˈɡæmə reɪz/

artificial satellites
/ˌɑːtɪˈfɪʃl ˈsætəlaɪts/

low orbit
/ləʊ ˈɔːbɪt/

geostationary
orbit
/ˌdʒiːəʊˈsteɪʃənəri ˈɔːbɪt/
analogue
/ˈænəlɒɡ/

digital
/ˈdɪdʒɪtl/

sound
/saʊnd/

compression
/kəmˈpreʃn/

rarefaction
/ˌreərɪˈfækʃn/

medium
/ˈmiːdɪəm/

loudness
/ˈlaʊdnəs/

pitch
/pɪtʃ/
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English Write it 3 times (English)

echo
/ˈekəʊ/

Ultrasound
/ˌʊltrəˈsaʊnd/
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