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Reading the mark scheme

B1 a mark that stands on its own – the point is either made or not.
M1 a method mark: the right approach, even if the number is wrong.
A1 an answer mark, and it usually needs its M mark first.
C1 a working mark on the way to the answer.

// separates answers the examiner accepts equally.
ecf = error carried forward: a later part is marked on your own earlier answer.
owtte = “or words to that effect” – the wording need not match.
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0610/21 N25 • Q12 • 1 mark

6 

© UCLES 2025 0610/21/O/N/25  

9 A student wrote some statements about the palisade mesophyll and spongy mesophyll tissues. 
 

1 The spongy mesophyll tissue is near the stomata for gas exchange. 

2 Only palisade mesophyll cells have chloroplasts for photosynthesis. 

3 Palisade cells are closely packed but there are air spaces in the spongy mesophyll 
tissue. 

 
Which statements are correct descriptions of the two tissues? 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 only D 2 and 3 only 
 
 
10 What is a role of bile? 

A It contains enzymes that digest starch. 

B It emulsifies fats, increasing their surface area. 

C It kills bacteria in food. 

D It provides the optimum pH for pepsin activity. 
 
 
11 Where in the alimentary canal is the enzyme trypsin found and what are the products of the 

reaction trypsin catalyses? 
 

 where trypsin 
is found products 

A duodenum amino acids 

B duodenum fatty acids 

C ileum proteins 

D stomach amino acids 
 
 
12 What is a structural feature of xylem vessels? 

A contain many mitochondria 

B made up of cells joined end to end 

C presence of cross walls 

D thin walls 
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Solution 12

Answer: B

Why

Xylem vessels are formed from dead cells joined end to end.
The end walls break down, leaving a continuous hollow tube.
The walls are thick and lignified, and there are no mitochondria because the
cells are dead.
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Question 9
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8 Which substance contains magnesium ions? 

A cellulose 

B chlorophyll 

C glucose 

D glycerol 
 
 
9 The diagram shows part of a cross-section of a leaf. 
 

Which part is the xylem? 
 

B

C

A

D

 
 
 
10 The diagram shows an experiment to investigate gas exchange in a leaf. 
 

leaf

substance that absorbs
carbon dioxide

black cover

ink drop

 
 

In which direction does the ink drop move and for what reason? 
 

 direction reason 

A towards the leaf photosynthesis 

B towards the leaf respiration 

C away from the leaf photosynthesis 

D away from the leaf respiration 
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Solution 9

Answer: B

Why

Xylem lies on the upper side of the vein in a leaf, with phloem below it.
Xylem cells are dead and hollow with thick, lignified walls.
So look for the thick-walled empty vessels inside the vascular bundle.
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12 The table shows the substrates and end products in four enzyme-controlled chemical reactions. 
 

Which reaction was controlled by lipase? 
 

 substrate end product 

A maltose starch 

B oil fatty acids and glycerol 

C protein amino acids 

D starch maltose 
 
 
13 What is the function of microvilli in the small intestine? 

A conduction of electrical impulses 

B increasing surface area for absorption 

C movement of food particles 

D movement of mucus 
 
 
14 Which row shows the features of xylem vessels? 
 

 vessel walls mitochondria 
present 

A thick yes 

B thick no 

C thin yes 

D thin no 
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Solution 14

Answer: B

Why

Xylem vessels must resist the tension of water being pulled up, so their walls
are thick and lignified.
They are dead and hollow, with no cytoplasm at all.
So they contain no mitochondria – water transport in xylem needs no energy
from the vessel itself.
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Question 13
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12 The diagram shows part of the human digestive system. 
 

In which part does protein digestion begin? 
 

A

B

C

D

 
 
 
13 The diagrams show cross-sections of a leaf, a root and a stem. 
 

rootleaf stem

5

6

3

4

1

2

NOT TO SCALE  
 

In which row do the numbers represent the xylem in the leaf, the root and the stem? 
 

 leaf root stem 

A 1 3 5 

B 1 4 6 

C 2 3 5 

D 2 4 6 
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Solution 13

Answer: B

Why

Xylem is always on the inner side of a vascular bundle.
In a leaf that means the upper side of the vein; in a stem, inside the phloem
ring.
In a root the xylem forms the central star, with phloem between its arms.
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Question 5
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5 (a) Fig. 5.1 shows a cross-section of a leaf.

T

Fig. 5.1

  (i) On Fig. 5.1, draw a circle around one vascular bundle. [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 5.1, draw a label line and the letter X to identify the palisade mesophyll tissue.

 [1]

  (iii) State the name of the cell structure in palisade mesophyll cells where photosynthesis 

occurs.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iv) Describe the functions of the tissues in a vascular bundle in a leaf.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [4]
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 (b) The leaf shown in Fig. 5.1 is from an aquatic plant adapted to live in water. The leaves float 

on the surface of the water.

  (i) State the term used to describe plants that are adapted to live in water.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Identify feature T shown in Fig. 5.1 and explain how this feature adapts the leaf to float 

on the surface of the water.

feature T  ............................................................................................................................

explanation  ........................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) Explain one other adaptation of this group of aquatic plants.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 [Total: 12]
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 (b) The leaf shown in Fig. 5.1 is from an aquatic plant adapted to live in water. The leaves float 

on the surface of the water.

  (i) State the term used to describe plants that are adapted to live in water.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Identify feature T shown in Fig. 5.1 and explain how this feature adapts the leaf to float 

on the surface of the water.

feature T  ............................................................................................................................

explanation  ........................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) Explain one other adaptation of this group of aquatic plants.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 [Total: 12]
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 (b) The leaf shown in Fig. 5.1 is from an aquatic plant adapted to live in water. The leaves float 

on the surface of the water.

  (i) State the term used to describe plants that are adapted to live in water.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Identify feature T shown in Fig. 5.1 and explain how this feature adapts the leaf to float 

on the surface of the water.

feature T  ............................................................................................................................

explanation  ........................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) Explain one other adaptation of this group of aquatic plants.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 [Total: 12]
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5 (a) Fig. 5.1 shows a cross-section of a leaf.

T

Fig. 5.1

  (i) On Fig. 5.1, draw a circle around one vascular bundle. [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 5.1, draw a label line and the letter X to identify the palisade mesophyll tissue.

 [1]

  (iii) State the name of the cell structure in palisade mesophyll cells where photosynthesis 

occurs.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iv) Describe the functions of the tissues in a vascular bundle in a leaf.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [4]
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 (b) The leaf shown in Fig. 5.1 is from an aquatic plant adapted to live in water. The leaves float 

on the surface of the water.

  (i) State the term used to describe plants that are adapted to live in water.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Identify feature T shown in Fig. 5.1 and explain how this feature adapts the leaf to float 

on the surface of the water.

feature T  ............................................................................................................................

explanation  ........................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) Explain one other adaptation of this group of aquatic plants.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 [Total: 12]
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 5

(a)(i)

Mark scheme
circle drawn around one vascular bundle ;
1

(a)(ii)

Mark scheme
X drawn to identify palisade mesophyll tissue ;
1
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Solution 5

(a)(iii)

Mark scheme
chloroplasts ;
1
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Solution 5

(a)(iv)

Mark scheme
ref to xylem and phloem ;
phloem responsible for, translocation / transport of sucrose or amino acids ;
xylem transports, water / mineral ions ;
xylem provides support ;
4
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Solution 5

(b)(i)

Mark scheme
hydrophyte ;
1



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 5

(b)(ii) Mark scheme

T:
air space ;
explanation:
creates buoyancy / decreases density, (of leaf) ;
2
0610/42
February/March 2025
Guidance
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Solution 5

(b)(iii) Mark scheme

stomata on, upper epidermis / upper side of leaf ;
allows gas exchange / AW ;
or
thin / no, cuticle ;
no need to prevent water loss ;
or
AVP ;;
2 Explanation must be linked to correct
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