
Past-paper walk-through
Monohybrid inheritance • 17.4

eXercise



Past-paper walk-through

Questions in this set

0610/21 N25 Q27 • 1 mark
0610/21 N25 Q29 • 1 mark
0610/22 N25 Q32 • 1 mark
0610/23 N25 Q30 • 1 mark
0610/23 N25 Q31 • 1 mark
0610/23 N25 Q32 • 1 mark
0610/21 J25 Q30 • 1 mark
0610/22 J25 Q31 • 1 mark
0610/23 J25 Q32 • 1 mark
0610/22 M25 Q32 • 1 mark



Past-paper walk-through

Question 27
0610/21 N25 • Q27 • 1 mark

10 

© UCLES 2025 0610/21/O/N/25  

24 Where does fertilisation occur in a plant? 

A ovule 

B pollen grain 

C pollen tube 

D stigma 
 
 
25 The graph shows the concentrations of two hormones during pregnancy. 
 

concentration
of hormone

time

oestrogen
hormone X

 
 

Which organ secretes the most hormone X in the late stages of pregnancy? 

A ovary 

B placenta 

C uterus 

D vagina 
 
 
26 A person has a 28-day menstrual cycle. 
 

On which day is the lining of the uterus thickest? 

A 2 B 4 C 9 D 21 
 
 
27 Which statements describe the sex chromosomes in human gametes? 
 

1 Egg cells contain either an X or a Y chromosome. 

2 Egg cells contain only X chromosomes. 

3 Sperm cells contain either an X or a Y chromosome. 

4 Sperm cells contain only Y chromosomes. 
 

A 1 and 3 B 1 and 4 C 2 and 3 D 2 and 4 
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Answer: C

Why

A female has two X chromosomes, so every egg carries an X – statement 2,
not statement 1.
A male has one X and one Y, so a sperm carries either – statement 3.
It is the sperm, therefore, that determines the sex of the child.
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28 Which statement describes the effect of meiosis on chromosome number? 

A A diploid parent cell produces diploid daughter cells. 

B A diploid parent cell produces haploid daughter cells. 

C A haploid parent cell produces diploid daughter cells. 

D A haploid parent cell produces haploid daughter cells. 
 
 
29 A female with red-green colour blindness has a child with a male who does not have red-green 

colour blindness. The child is male. 
 

What is the chance of this child having red-green colour blindness? 

A 0% B 25% C 50% D 100% 
 
 
30 What is a source of genetic variation that alters the base sequence of DNA? 

A gene mutation 

B mitosis 

C random fertilisation 

D random mating 
 
 
31 Which technique is not used to conserve endangered animal species? 

A artificial insemination 

B captive breeding programmes 

C in vitro fertilisation 

D seed banks 
 
 
32 Which flowchart shows how energy is transferred from the Sun to an organism? 
 

A chemical energy
in carbohydrates stored in plants energy trapped

by chlorophyll

B

chemical energy
in carbohydratesstored in plants energy trapped

by chlorophyllC

chemical energy
in carbohydrates stored in plantsenergy trapped

by chlorophyllD

chemical energy
in carbohydratesstored in plants energy trapped

by chlorophyll
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Answer: D

Why

Colour blindness is X-linked recessive, so the mother is XcXc.
A son gets his single X from his mother and his Y from his father.
So he must receive Xc – every son of an affected mother is colour blind, a
chance of 100%.
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31 During protein synthesis, what is the function of the ribosome? 

A It assembles amino acids in a chain. 

B It carries a copy of a gene to the cytoplasm. 

C It contains the code for the synthesis of a protein. 

D It determines the order of bases in the protein. 
 
 
32 The photograph shows a speckled chicken. 
 

Speckled chickens have white feathers and black feathers. 
 

 
 

When a chicken with only white feathers and a chicken with only black feathers are crossed, all of 
the offspring are speckled. 

 
What would be the expected phenotypic ratio if a speckled chicken was crossed with a chicken 
with only white feathers? 

A all offspring have only white feathers 

B all offspring are speckled 

C 1 white feathers only : 1 speckled 

D 3 white feathers only : 1 speckled 
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31 During protein synthesis, what is the function of the ribosome? 

A It assembles amino acids in a chain. 

B It carries a copy of a gene to the cytoplasm. 

C It contains the code for the synthesis of a protein. 

D It determines the order of bases in the protein. 
 
 
32 The photograph shows a speckled chicken. 
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When a chicken with only white feathers and a chicken with only black feathers are crossed, all of 
the offspring are speckled. 

 
What would be the expected phenotypic ratio if a speckled chicken was crossed with a chicken 
with only white feathers? 

A all offspring have only white feathers 

B all offspring are speckled 
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Answer: C

Why

White × black giving speckled offspring means both alleles show in the same
bird.
That is codominance – neither allele is dominant over the other.
It is not incomplete dominance, because the feathers stay white and black
rather than blending to grey.
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28 The diagram shows the blood supply between a fetus and a placenta. 
 

capillary in
the placenta

fetus

umbilical artery

umbilical cord
umbilical vein

placenta

key
direction of
blood flow

 
 

Which row shows the concentration of substances in the umbilical artery and umbilical vein? 
 

 umbilical artery umbilical vein 

A high nutrient concentration high urea concentration 

B high urea concentration high carbon dioxide concentration 

C low carbon dioxide concentration low nutrient concentration 

D low oxygen concentration low urea concentration 
 
 
29 Which hormone is produced by cells in the placenta of a developing fetus? 

A FSH 

B LH 

C testosterone 

D progesterone 
 
 
30 What are alleles? 

A a pair of chromosomes 

B different versions of the same gene 

C the total number of genes on one chromosome 

D two genes side by side on the same chromosome 
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Answer: B

Why

A gene occupies a fixed position on a chromosome.
Alleles are the different versions of that same gene.
So an organism with two chromosomes of a pair carries two alleles of every
gene.
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31 Polydactyly in cats is a dominant condition that causes affected cats to be born with extra toes. 
 

What is the probability of two cats that are heterozygous for polydactyly having an offspring with 
no extra toes? 

A 0.125 B 0.25 C 0.50 D 0.75 
 
 
32 Which statement describes red-green colour blindness? 

A It is an example of codominance. 

B It is more common in females than in males. 

C It only occurs in males. 

D The recessive allele is located on an X chromosome. 
 
 
33 Four features of cell division are listed. 
 

1 Haploid cells are produced. 

2 New cells are genetically identical. 

3 It is a reduction division. 

4 It results in variation. 
 

Which features would be associated with meiosis? 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1, 2 and 4 C 1, 3 and 4 D 2, 3 and 4 
 
 
34 Which term is used to describe a characteristic that helps an organism to survive and reproduce 

in its environment? 

A adaptive feature 

B competition 

C observable feature 

D phenotype 
 
 
35 Which process removes carbon dioxide from the atmosphere? 

A combustion 

B decomposition 

C photosynthesis 

D respiration 
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Answer: B

Why

Both parents are heterozygous, so the cross is Pp × Pp.
The four equally likely offspring are PP, Pp, Pp and pp.
Three of the four carry a dominant allele and so have extra toes; only pp (1 in
4) does not.
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31 Polydactyly in cats is a dominant condition that causes affected cats to be born with extra toes. 
 

What is the probability of two cats that are heterozygous for polydactyly having an offspring with 
no extra toes? 

A 0.125 B 0.25 C 0.50 D 0.75 
 
 
32 Which statement describes red-green colour blindness? 

A It is an example of codominance. 
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33 Four features of cell division are listed. 
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3 It is a reduction division. 
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Answer: D

Why

Red-green colour blindness is caused by a recessive allele on the X
chromosome.
A male has only one X, so one copy of the allele affects him.
A female needs two copies, which is why it is far more common in males – but
it does occur in females.
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30 A farmer bred together male cattle with white hair and female cattle with red hair. All the offspring 
produced had roan hair (a mixture of red and white). 

 
He then repeatedly bred together two roan cattle, and the offspring were in the ratio of  
1 red : 2 roan : 1 white. 

 
What explains why the farmer obtained this ratio? 

A The red phenotype is dominant to the white phenotype. 

B The roan phenotype is an example of codominance. 

C The roan phenotype is dominant to the red phenotype and the white phenotype. 

D The white phenotype is dominant to the red phenotype. 
 
 
31 Phagocytes and neurones are two types of specialised cell. 
 

Which statements are correct? 
 

1 Phagocytes and neurones express the same genes. 

2 Both types of cell have the same genes. 

3 Both types of cell only express the genes that make the proteins needed for the cell 
to function. 

 
A 1 and 2 B 1 and 3 C 2 and 3 D 2 only 

 
 
32 The table shows some features of leaves. 
 

Which leaf is adapted to survive in hot, dry habitats? 
 

 number of 
stomata 

thickness of 
waxy cuticle 

surface area 
of leaf 

A many thick small 

B many thin large 

C few thick small 

D few thin large 
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Answer: B

Why

White × red giving all roan offspring shows both alleles are expressed together
– codominance.
Crossing two roan parents then gives red, roan and white in a 1 : 2 : 1 ratio.
So a quarter of the offspring are red and a quarter white, with a half roan.
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30 Which row correctly links the named process with its description? 
 

 process description 

A menstruation release of an egg 

B menstruation shedding of the lining of the uterus 

C ovulation fusion of nuclei 

D ovulation start of puberty 
 
 
31 The diagram shows the inheritance of a genetic condition in one family. 
 

female with condition

female without condition

male with condition

male without condition

key

 
 

What can be concluded about this genetic condition? 

A The alleles for the condition must be codominant. 

B It is caused by a dominant allele. 

C It is caused by recessive alleles. 

D The alleles for the condition must be sex-linked. 
 
 
32 What is a way in which new alleles are formed? 

A artificial selection 

B mutation 

C natural selection 

D sexual reproduction 
 
 
33 How does artificial selection differ from natural selection? 

A Artificial selection changes the characteristics of living things. 

B Artificial selection is based on genetic variation. 

C Artificial selection does not involve competition for resources. 

D Artificial selection occurs over many generations. 
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Answer: B

Why

Look for a child with the condition whose parents do not have it – that shows
the allele is recessive.
If both sexes are affected roughly equally, the gene is not sex-linked.
Unaffected parents of an affected child must both be carriers.
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32 The diagram shows the inheritance, in one family, of a sex-linked recessive disease. 
 

unaffected female

affected female

unaffected male

affected male

key

3 4

5

21

 
 

Which individuals in the diagram are heterozygous for this disease? 

A 1 and 2 B 1 only C 2 and 3 D 4 and 5 
 
 
33 Which row describes continuous and discontinuous variation? 
 

 continuous  
variation 

discontinuous 
variation 

A 
 

body mass in animals 
is an example 

caused by genes and 
the environment 

B 
 

caused by genes and 
the environment 

seed shape in peas  
is an example 

C 
 

caused by genes only 
 

ABO blood groups  
is an example 

D 
 

seed colour in peas  
is an example 

caused by genes only 
 

 
 
34 Which statements describe an adaptive feature in an organism? 
 

1 It helps an organism to survive and reproduce in its environment. 

2 It always shows continuous variation. 

3 It is inherited. 
 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 only D 2 and 3 only 
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34 Which statements describe an adaptive feature in an organism? 
 

1 It helps an organism to survive and reproduce in its environment. 

2 It always shows continuous variation. 

3 It is inherited. 
 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 only D 2 and 3 only 
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Answer: C

Why

A sex-linked recessive allele is carried on the X chromosome.
A male has only one X, so a single copy makes him affected.
A female needs two copies to be affected, so an unaffected female with an
affected son must be a carrier.
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29 Which term is defined as a length of DNA that codes for a protein? 

A amino acid 

B chromosome 

C gene 

D mutation 
 
 
30 Which statement about the sex chromosomes is correct? 

A Men and women can inherit characteristics controlled by genes on the X chromosome. 

B Men and women can inherit characteristics controlled by genes on the Y chromosome. 

C Only men can inherit characteristics controlled by genes on the X chromosome. 

D Only women can inherit characteristics controlled by genes on the Y chromosome. 
 
 
31 The graph shows how the mass of DNA changes during a mitotic cell division. 
 

Where on the graph are two cells formed? 
 

mass of
DNA per cell
/ arbitrary units

time / hours

DCA B

 
 
 
32 A man with blood group A and genotype IAIo has a child with a woman who has blood group B 

and genotype IBIo. 
 

What is the probability of the child having blood group O? 

A 0.00 B 0.25 C 0.50 D 1.00 
 
 
33 What are sources of genetic variation in populations? 

A meiosis, mutation, random mating 

B meiosis, random mating, asexual reproduction 

C mitosis, mutation, random fertilisation 

D mitosis, random fertilisation, asexual reproduction 
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Answer: B

Why

Each parent can pass on Io, so cross IAIo with IBIo.
The four equally likely offspring are IAIB, IAIo, IBIo and IoIo.
Only IoIo is group O, so the probability is 1 in 4 = 0.25.


