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International Baccalaureate · IB Diploma · Philosophy · HL

IB philosophy first assessment 2025
Core Being human; one optional theme at SL, two at HL; one school-selected prescribed
text. HL extension is Philosophy and contemporary issues. No unverified prescribed
text is chosen by default.

SL: Paper 1 105 min 50%, prescribed-text Paper 2 60 min 25%, philosophical analysis
25%. HL: Paper 1 150 min 40%, Paper 2 60 min 20%, unseen Paper 3 75 min 20%,
analysis 20%.

Being human · Arguments, identity and
personhood
An argument supports a conclusion through premises. Validity asks whether the con-
clusion follows if the premises are true; soundness also requires true premises.

Personal identity can be examined through bodily, psychological and relational criteria.

Checked example
All people with unchanged memories are the same person; this person has changed
memories; therefore this is a different person does not follow.

The premises do not say unchanged memory is necessary; losing a sufficient condition
does not prove loss of identity.

Limits and practice
Do not substitute personal opinion for an argument.

A counterexample should challenge a premise or inference precisely, not merely express
disagreement.

What is wrong with the classroom argument?

Answer: It treats a stated sufficient condition as if it were necessary.
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Optional themes; prescribed text · Ethical
reasoning and textual interpretation
Consequentialist approaches evaluate outcomes; duty-based approaches examine obli-
gations; virtue approaches consider character and practical judgement.

When reading a prescribed text, identify the author’s actual claims and structure
before criticizing them.

Checked example
In an original dilemma, a harmless promise of secrecy conceals a serious safety risk.
Compare reasons to keep the promise with reasons to protect a person.

Explain how the facts alter the strength of each reason; do not assume a theory has
one automatic answer.

Limits and practice
Ethics is one possible option, not a universal school selection. Other options and the
approved prescribed text need dedicated teaching.

Paper 2 assesses the chosen prescribed text, so a general ethics worksheet cannot
replace textual study.

What should come before evaluating a prescribed argument?

Answer: An accurate reconstruction of its premises, conclusion and relevant distinc-
tions.

Philosophical analysis IA · From stimulus to
philosophical inquiry
A non-philosophical stimulus provides a starting point. Define a philosophical issue
and examine concepts, arguments and objections.

The analysis should be focused enough to develop reasons and a qualified conclusion
within the word limit.

Checked example
Ask whether consciousness is necessary for personhood. Compare one argument for
this condition with an objection concerning how consciousness can be known.

Return to the stimulus only when it helps clarify the issue or argument.
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Limits and practice
The IA is supervised coursework, not a written mock replacing it.

Reference arguments and stimulus sources; teacher checks eligibility, authenticity and
assessment requirements.

Which question is most philosophical?

Answer: Is consciousness necessary for personhood, and how could that condition be
justified?

HL extension · Philosophy and contemporary
issues
Separate descriptive premises from normative conclusions and identify any linking
principle.

HL Paper 3 uses an unseen philosophical text; analyse the text’s argument and the
philosophical activity it illustrates.

Checked example
If an algorithm is more accurate, therefore it should decide every case assumes accuracy
outweighs every other value.

Examine accountability, rights and the meaning of a good decision before accepting
the conclusion.

Limits and practice
Do not turn Paper 3 into a rehearsed speech about technology.

The 2025 extension replaces older course framing; use the current guide and unseen-
text requirements.

What assumption links higher accuracy to complete decision authority?

Answer: That accuracy alone outweighs all other relevant values.
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