Comparing similar adverbs
HSK 6

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

#H vs #E (in accordance with vs based on)

B A rule can be followed and cited

¢ A notice cites the parking rule, while an instruction tells staff to follow a procedure.
o BB ESE, — % highlights acting in accordance with the rule.

A rule can be followed and cited

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

RIBFNE 2 can also be
natural.

%R highlights acting in

A notice cites the parking

rule, while an instruction accordance with the rule.

tells staff to follow a

procedure.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o M vs M# (in accordance with vs based on): MfJ3FZTL . ;
WA, BRI,

o Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

R AL

an zhao gui ding ban i
Word guide: ##f — according to; #EE — the rules; 33 — handle.

« In the opening situation: FE#IBIE .

o M highlights acting in accordance with the rule.
B Check the limit of the explanation

o RIEIEIFE can also be natural.

e The useful contrast is following a model versus reasoning from evidence; the two
words overlap with rules. R4 can also be a noun: FIEHE.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form TEEHEKIPE needs repair here. Write 3R BHLE I instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o ¥ MR highlights acting in accordance with the rule. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o HRAEIE I can also be natural. The useful contrast is following a model versus
reasoning from evidence; the two words overlap with rules. #R#& can also be a

noun: ARIE.

B Try it with help closed

A notice cites the parking rule, while an instruction tells staff to follow a procedure.

Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain

briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then

change one detail and try again.

One possible response: g8 E IpH .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o IRIEIE I can also be natural.

e The useful contrast is following a model versus reasoning from evidence; the two
words overlap with rules. f24 can also be a noun: H 4.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AEBA vs HiF (forced to vs only option)

B Pressure and a last resort can overlap
o The last bus has left, leaving walking as the available way home.

o KEEET, RREEEK.

— H ¥ highlights accepting the remaining option.

Pressure and a last resort can overlap

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT
HAEARERZ also fits

1ation, stressing

The last bus has left, L %F highlights accepting
the remaining option.

available way home.



B Locate the pattern in real examples
o AMBA vs HiF (forced to vs only option): HF& X, fidt Bg. ; BB
AR, At R TAE.

¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

RABARE .

wo bu dé bu tong yi

Word guide: # — I; AEA — have to; [F]& — agree.

« In the opening situation: KMEFET, REIFEMNXK.

o HF highlights accepting the remaining option.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o FAEAFERIZRK also fits this situation, stressing necessity.

¢ Do not label one option impossible just because the other emphasises resignation
more clearly.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form FRIFHEM S needs repair here. Write I RIFFERIFK instead; keep the
word or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o H#F highlights accepting the remaining option. Check the relevant speaker, time
or group in the surrounding context.

o FAEAFERIZRK also fits this situation, stressing necessity. Do not label one option
impossible just because the other emphasises resignation more clearly.

B Try it with help closed

The last bus has left, leaving walking as the available way home. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: KHIZEE T, FHUERFR.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FRAEHATEMZRK also fits this situation, stressing necessity.

¢ Do not label one option impossible just because the other emphasises resignation
more clearly.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AW vs A& (continually vs non-stop)

B Repeated progress is not a stopwatch rule

o A report describes technology continuing to improve over time.

o BARERKBESE. — AW presents continuing development.

Repeated progress is not a stopwatch rule

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A report describes B presents continuing BT can describe repeated

technology continuing to development. or continuous activity; it

improve over time. does not guarantee gaps.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« KW vs Af# (continually vs non-stop): FHEAE  RJE. ; Rf1E %
2RI .

¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

BRI .
i sha bu dudn jin bu
Word guide: $# AR — technology; AW — continually; #f4 — advance.

« In the opening situation: FARIEARAKTHES .



o /W presents continuing development.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o AW can describe repeated or continuous activity; it does not guarantee gaps.
o A& highlights not stopping, and Hi~AN{5 is an established result pattern. Choose
by phrasing and focus, not an invented gap rule.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form ¥ARIERIABED needs repair here. Write EARFEAWHEH instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o W presents continuing development. Check the relevant speaker, time or group
in the surrounding context.

o AW can describe repeated or continuous activity; it does not guarantee gaps. 4
{5 highlights not stopping, and Hi/MANE is an established result pattern. Choose
by phrasing and focus, not an invented gap rule.

B Try it with help closed

A report describes technology continuing to improve over time. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 7 RYEAWHEA .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /AW can describe repeated or continuous activity; it does not guarantee gaps.
A5 highlights not stopping, and 0~ /{5 is an established result pattern.
Choose by phrasing and focus, not an invented gap rule.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Jm vs # (instead vs however)

B Jdentify the expectation that was reversed

e Someone tries to help but makes the situation more confusing.

o fARFER:, RME THL. — The actual result runs opposite to the expected helpful
result.

Identify the expectation that was reversed

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

Someone tries to help but The actual result runs #0 can also mark an

makes the situation more opposite to the expected unexpected contrast.

confusing. helpful result.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o XM vs #) (instead vs however): K AHE{E,
AMEBELF HET.

« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

AR 12 T2Y,

B Follow the speaker

WRTEET .

bing fan ér géng zhong le
Word guide: 5 — illness; i — instead; 5 — more; B — serious.

« In the opening situation: BABFET:, RIME T &l

e The actual result runs opposite to the expected helpful result.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o #Jl can also mark an unexpected contrast.

o JZIfi makes reversal explicit; [l is not limited to ordinary or mild contrasts. Both
can stand before adjective predicates as well as verbs.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form MAEFF:, BT ELRM needs repair here. Write AARFEIT, RME T HL
instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o The actual result runs opposite to the expected helpful result. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o #l can also mark an unexpected contrast. JZ|fj makes reversal explicit; #]] is not

limited to ordinary or mild contrasts. Both can stand before adjective predicates
as well as verbs.



B Try it with help closed

Someone tries to help but makes the situation more confusing. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {ARHHT, SIME T Lo

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o #l can also mark an unexpected contrast.

o [ makes reversal explicit; %l is not limited to ordinary or mild contrasts.
Both can stand before adjective predicates as well as verbs.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B2 vs B (at all vs on earth)

B A denial differs from a demand for an answer

o A speaker firmly denies knowing someone, then asks what the listener wants.

o BIARIARM. HRIERWAA? — #4 strengthens the denial; |JiE presses

for the actual answer.

A denial differs from a demand for an answer

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

B JEE also occurs in

A speaker firmly denies

HRZS strengthens the denial;
B JEE presses for the actual

answer.

affirmative statements such

as fth 2K 2 H.

omeone, then asks
what the listener wants.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o A vs B (at all vs on earth): & RN, X{FEFf - WIFDE

o Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

RARA R FE .

wo gen bén bu zhi ddo

Word guide: F — I; #4< — at all; A — not; HIiE — know.

« In the opening situation: RAEFAIRML. RBIEBDAA?
o HEAN strengthens the denial; F|JiE presses for the actual answer.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o ZF|Ji& also occurs in affirmative statements such as /%] & & Z .

o FRZA can name a foundation as a noun, so its meaning is not limited to negative
sentences.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form AN A needs repair here. Write FARAAIA R instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o FRA strengthens the denial; F|JiE presses for the actual answer. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o Z|JIE also occurs in affirmative statements such as fh2]JE 2 ZIfi. #i4~ can name
a foundation as a noun, so its meaning is not limited to negative sentences.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker firmly denies knowing someone, then asks what the listener wants. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: FARANINRUML . RBEAE B4

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o F|Jit also occurs in affirmative statements such as fth | Jic & Z .

e M7 can name a foundation as a noun, so its meaning is not limited to negative
sentences.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




H#E vs #§ (based on vs formal shorthand)

B Compact reporting can still take an object

e A report introduces a conclusion based on a survey.

o IBRE, EBAIIEFHEXIGTR]. — #E names the source in compact written style.

Compact reporting can still take an object

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

#& is not limited to set
phrases: #E1HZ& and
BERIGEIT take objects.

A report introduces a & names the source in

conclusion based on a compact written style.

survey.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o #E vs # (based on vs formal shorthand): KEHENR, BB T IR,
; R PERA R

¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

BEEE, KRR

gén ju digo chd da jia dou tong iy

Word guide: R4 — based on; Ji#r — the survey; KK — everyone; Hf — all; [F]2 —
agrees.

o In the opening situation: #FIHE, BEAIFFXAITRI.

o Ji names the source in compact written style.

B Check the limit of the explanation
o i is not limited to set phrases: #FiEH#r and #EE:HStiT take objects.

o R also forms the noun for a basis, as in XFEER A HRYE; $# alone does not
replace it there.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form XFPEEERA RIS needs repair here. Write XFRERA PHEBIE
instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

¢ Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

 J§ names the source in compact written style. Check the relevant speaker, time or
group in the surrounding context.

o Jji is not limited to set phrases: #EH# and PEf 41T take objects. 4 also
forms the noun for a basis, as in X FhiVEE G HEPE; ¥ alone does not replace it
there.

B Try it with help closed

A report introduces a conclusion based on a survey. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: JEE#r, LA LFX T

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o J}i is not limited to set phrases: #EIE#r and i Fr8eit take objects.

o i34 also forms the noun for a basis, as in EPLIEE G HRE; i alone does not
replace it there.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

KA vs ®RJR (recover vs restore to original)

B A service returns; a scene is reconstructed

¢ An internet connection works again after an outage.

o WEBEIER T . — K& highlights the return of a former state or function.

A service returns; a scene is reconstructed

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

PR & is not restricted to a
good state: YRS R returns
to the earlier price.

% & highlights the return

of a former state or

An internet connection works
again after an outage.

function.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o KB vs ®JR (recover vs restore to original): b HIAE S T, ; W%

EE T

« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.




B Follow the speaker

PRI T RERR .

ta hut fu le jian kang

Word guide: fii — he; {5 — recover; {5 — health.

« In the opening situation: PIIREIERE T -
o P4 highlights the return of a former state or function.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o KX is not restricted to a good state: Pk JE{ returns to the earlier price.
o A emphasises original form or reconstruction, as in i JEF3%; context matters
where restoration overlaps.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form WEEIKIER T needs repair here. Write PR E IEH T instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o Jk5Z highlights the return of a former state or function. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o JiKIZ is not restricted to a good state: PKIZ JEH returns to the earlier price. i Ji7
emphasises original form or reconstruction, as in ¥ 77 ; context matters where
restoration overlaps.

B Try it with help closed

An internet connection works again after an outage. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: W2 IEH T .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JIKX is not restricted to a good state: JkKIZ JE{fy returns to the earlier price.

o ifJF emphasises original form or reconstruction, as in A JE P37 ; context matters
where restoration overlaps.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs M (surprisingly vs instead)
B Surprise and reversal can describe one event

e Someone tries to help but unexpectedly makes a mess.

o fBAEFE, BRIETHEL. — R highlights the speaker’s surprise at the result.

Surprise and reversal can describe one event

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

K% T &L can describe the
same event with emphasis on

JE#X highlights the
speaker's surprise at the

Someone tries to help but
unexpectedly makes a mess.

result. reversal.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« JE#R vs B (surprisingly vs instead): X AMHEL, fih e T 5 Al
. WTHCWEH.

« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

MRERBENT

ta ju rdn chéng gong le

Word guide: fi — he; JE2K — surprisingly; i3] — succeed.
o In the opening situation: fBAEFEIT:, BRI THEL.

o JE#K highlights the speaker’s surprise at the result.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o IR T L can describe the same event with emphasis on reversal.
e The words differ in focus; they are not two mutually exclusive categories of event.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form MR, BT HELELR needs repair here. Write fAEFET:, JBRETHL
instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.



B Keep the distinction
o JEZK highlights the speaker’s surprise at the result. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o MU T L can describe the same event with emphasis on reversal. The words
differ in focus; they are not two mutually exclusive categories of event.

B Try it with help closed

Someone tries to help but unexpectedly makes a mess. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fAHHHT, JEIRE T HEL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

SIS T 8L can describe the same event with emphasis on reversal.
e The words differ in focus; they are not two mutually exclusive categories of event.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

—JBE vs —B} (at one time vs for the moment)

B A brief mistake can belong to the past

e A person once made a hasty decision while briefly excited.

o f—BIEY, BENAKIT. — —Bf describes a passing state of excitement at

that earlier moment.

A brief mistake can belong to the past

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A person once made a hasty —B describes —H is not restricted to

decision while briefly state of excitement now.

excited. earlier moment.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o —JF vs —if (at one time vs for the moment): fili}% MIRFE, 5k
FrT Rk s XEWEDILE  REAT, BHERANT .

¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

XER—BBRAT.

zhé shou ge yi du hén lit zing

Word guide: X — this; B — (measure word); X — song; —J&F — at one time; fR — very;
AT — popular.

« In the opening situation: fi—B}E¥, BNERRT .

o —H} describes a passing state of excitement at that earlier moment.

B Check the limit of the explanation

e —IIi} is not restricted to now.
o —J& highlights a period or occasion, as in }— A, without specifying how
long the phase lasted.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form fEf—% needs repair here. Write fili—B}fg3% instead; keep the word
or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o —H} describes a passing state of excitement at that earlier moment. Check the
relevant speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o —Iif is not restricted to now. —JF highlights a period or occasion, as in B —Rf4H
Jit#:, without specifying how long the phase lasted.

B Try it with help closed

A person once made a hasty decision while briefly excited. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: fili—E 2%, EWAAMET .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o —H¥ is not restricted to now.

o —J& highlights a period or occasion, as in ¥ —BEAH L FE, without specifying
how long the phase lasted.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



—H vs —Ji] (continuously vs habitually)

B A continuous action differs from a usual habit

¢ You have been waiting throughout the morning for a reply.

o B—HESHRHEIEE. — —H describes the continuing waiting during a particular

span.

A continuous action differs from a usual habit

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING

—H descr

CHECK THE LIMIT

preference can

You have been waiting s
take either —E or —[d).

throughout the morning for a

ng during a

reply. particular span.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o —H vs —[] (continuously vs habitually): iy FHEASRE &«
TESEIRBITHE -

¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

R—HESRK.

wo yi zhi zai déng ni

Word guide: F — I; —H — continuously; ¥£ — (doing); & — wait; /& — you.
« In the opening situation: B—EAFZMRENEL

o —TH describes the continuing waiting during a particular span.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o A lasting preference can take either — 5 or —a].
o —Jn] also describes service or other recurring conditions; it is not limited to personal
traits. —H{FHIE uses the spatial meaning straight ahead.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form BEH —FHRIIIE B needs repair here. Write —EEZRETE S
instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o —H describes the continuing waiting during a particular span. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o A lasting preference can take either —F or —[n]. —i] also describes service or
other recurring conditions; it is not limited to personal traits. —EH fEH[E uses the
spatial meaning straight ahead.

B Try it with help closed

You have been waiting throughout the morning for a reply. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: F&— B AFZE/RIE S,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

A lasting preference can take either — 5. or —a].

o —m] also describes service or other recurring conditions; it is not limited to
personal traits. — E fEH[E uses the spatial meaning straight ahead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



