Sentence patterns — formal & written
HSK 6

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

f& ... 244 (under the guise of)

B The announced reason may hide another goal

e Someone claims to attend a meeting but spends the trip sightseeing.

o fEFLZZEMME. — The meeting is presented as a cover for travel.

The announced reason may hide another goal

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

Someone claims to attend a The meeting is presented as f&... 27 often suggests a

meeting but spends the trip a cover for travel. pretext; BA...BY3E X can

sightseeing. neutrally state whose name
an action uses.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« 1§ .. Z4 (under the guise of): {22 HLIKiF. ; A NEZEGZ L IE.
e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

ffE¥ 22 A L.

ta jie xué xi zht ming chu qu wan

Word guide: fii — he; f& — under the guise of; 2%>] — study; Z 44 — in the name of;
7 — go out; It — play.

o In the opening situation: fﬂ!,ﬁ;’fﬁéZﬁ%}ﬁﬁiﬁ?o

o The meeting is presented as a cover for travel.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o f .. 2 4 often suggests a pretext; DA .. fJ44 X can neutrally state whose name
an action uses.

o A writer must provide context rather than assume that any named purpose is
dishonest.
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Repair the form before interpreting it
The form g2 ZF LRI needs repair here. Write fEFE&2Z 2 EIRIFE
instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

Keep the distinction

The meeting is presented as a cover for travel. Check the relevant speaker, time or
group in the surrounding context.

f& .. Z 44 often suggests a pretext; DA ... BJ44 X can neutrally state whose name
an action uses. A writer must provide context rather than assume that any named
purpose is dishonest.

B Try it with help closed

Someone claims to attend a meeting but spends the trip sightseeing. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: fitif& <2 24 E ikl .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fi .. Z 44 often suggests a pretext; PA ... BJ44 X can neutrally state whose name
an action uses.

o A writer must provide context rather than assume that any named purpose is
dishonest.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#E ... i ... (by ..., bring about ...)

Give the method a real subject

o A team improves its pronunciation through repeated practice.

RMNELERESY, BESEMRE. — I carries out the practice, which

improves pronunciation.
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Give the method a real subject

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A team improves its FiAi] carries out the Avoid a subjectless sentence
pronunciation through practice, which improves when the agent matters.
repeated practice. pronunciation.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« & ... £ ... (by ..., bring about ...): XUIHIMRZESR THHAE. ; Fl1E
e, SR EEE T .

» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

RAVEL B, HEAEERRE.

wo men tong guo duan lian shi shen ti geng jian kang

Word guide: A1 — we; iliad — through; #Jk — exercise; fifi — cause; H{& — body; ¥
— more; {5 — healthy.

o In the opening situation: ATELRE LY, FHEXFEMRE.

o FAI] carries out the practice, which improves pronunciation.

B Check the limit of the explanation

» Avoid a subjectless sentence when the agent matters.
o W RE%S, KEHMFME T is also natural; do not stack i#i7 and fifi so that

no clear subject remains in formal writing.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form @I RE LI RN EZZE/RE needs repair here. Write FATTET R
B4, MEEHERE instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o FRAIT carries out the practice, which improves pronunciation. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o Avoid a subjectless sentence when the agent matters. JH & 4>, KT H bR
#E T is also natural; do not stack it and f# so that no clear subject remains in
formal writing.
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B Try it with help closed

A team improves its pronunciation through repeated practice. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ATl E %], (4G IR,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Avoid a subjectless sentence when the agent matters.

o B EYY, K HEMARE T is also natural; do not stack i and fifi so
that no clear subject remains in formal writing.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PA ... B9 X (in the name of)

B Choose whose name appears on a letter

o A class sends a gift as a group rather than from one student.

o BRITAHERZ GET —ALl#. — The action is presented as being in the class’s

name.

Choose whose name appears on a letter

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A class sends a gift as a The action is presented as The phrase states the named
group rather than from one being in the class's name. capacity; it does not itself

student. prove authorisation.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

e PA ... X (in the name of): fliPAATII4 & THECE.  FoATTRAZES 44 L
KT ALY

e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.
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B Follow the speaker

A A EE % XET AR

ta yi gong si de ming yi gian le hé tong

Word guide: ffi — he; PA — in; /A H] — company; 24 ¥ — name; %5 — sign; &6 —
contract.

« In the opening situation: FRAJABERIRIZ XGET —4LY .

o The action is presented as being in the class’s name.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o The phrase states the named capacity; it does not itself prove authorisation.
o DI A% X is a common form without f{, whereas PAA T4 X includes it.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form FRFIPALG YR HIEALY needs repair here. Write FR{TPATER 4% X
#EALY) instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o The action is presented as being in the class’s name. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o The phrase states the named capacity; it does not itself prove authorisation. PA™
A4 X is a common form without [, whereas PAA 44 X includes it.

B Try it with help closed

A class sends a gift as a group rather than from one student. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FXATABEZR 4 3k T —n L4 .«

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The phrase states the named capacity; it does not itself prove authorisation.

o DA% X is a common form without [, whereas PAANTIRI44 X includes it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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#uth (be bound to / inevitably)

B A strong forecast needs supporting reasons

o A report predicts that a closure will necessarily affect travel.

o BIPAXLHEE, UM T. — The writer presents the effect as unavoidable.

A strong forecast needs supporting reasons

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT
A report predicts that a The writer presents the b is stronger than B] §E.
closure will necessarily effect as unavoidable.

affect travel.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

+ #0 (be bound to / inevitably): BREME LIRS, | KNI ILE
(95

e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

AU, B .

bu gai bian shi bi luo hou

Word guide: A~ — not; (%% — change; #0» — be bound to; 7% )5 — fall behind.
« In the opening situation: B FXEEEE, FUEWHEBLT.

o The writer presents the effect as unavoidable.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o P is stronger than 7] FE.

o It expresses confidence in a prediction, not independent proof. If evidence only
suggests a possibility, choose T §E5 i instead.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form ¥ T W HBAT needs repair here. Write #0847 instead; keep

the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.
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B Keep the distinction
o The writer presents the effect as unavoidable. Check the relevant speaker, time or
group in the surrounding context.

o D) is stronger than R . It expresses confidence in a prediction, not independent
proof. If evidence only suggests a possibility, choose R] fEE N instead.

B Try it with help closed

A report predicts that a closure will necessarily affect travel. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X 451E M, HbEm 4T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PP is stronger than 7] HE.

o It expresses confidence in a prediction, not independent proof. If evidence only
suggests a possibility, choose ] BEEZ M instead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5% (if / should — literary)

B Write a formal contingency

o A formal invitation asks people to notify the organiser if difficulties arise.
o MEEREME, EEIFRMNI. — The request applies if the hypothetical difficulty

occurs.

Write a formal contingency

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A formal invitation asks The request applies if the {875 is formal, but calling
people to notify the hypothetical difficulty it the most literary of all
organiser if difficulties occurs. if words is unnecessary.
arise.
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B Locate the pattern in real examples

o fi# (if / should — literary): WA, F7REME. 5 E IRIE R, Ff—
.

e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

EREXE, BEFR.

tang ruo you kun nan qing gao su wo
Word guide: fii#5 — should; g — have; [F¥E — difficulty; {§ — please; 451f — tell; I —

me.

o In the opening situation: {§Z&A BEME, HEIFR.

o The request applies if the hypothetical difficulty occurs.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o fii#r is formal, but calling it the most literary of all if words is unnecessary.
o Its result may be a request or use H; 3t is not compulsory.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form fi§ 7 & H HME needs repair here. Write {754 HME instead; keep the

word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o The request applies if the hypothetical difficulty occurs. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o fii#F is formal, but calling it the most literary of all if words is unnecessary. Its
result may be a request or use t; ¥ is not compulsory.
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B Try it with help closed

A formal invitation asks people to notify the organiser if difficulties arise. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {4 FME, HE5IFEAT.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

iy is formal, but calling it the most literary of all if words is unnecessary.

Its result may be a request or use t; 5 is not compulsory.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Br + Verb + B (that which is V-ed)

B Turn an action’s object into a noun phrase

» A notice says all the material you need is available here.

o WRITBERNFREEXE.,  rfE% modifies %K} the material that you need.

Turn an action's object into a noun phrase

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT
A notice says all the FrEEE /Y modifies 43} the The subject remains {7, so
material you need is material that you need. the construction is not

available here. automatically passive.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« B + Verb + HJ (that which is V-ed): fbfriiry#E L0 ; FATIrEZIRY H

B4
e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

XRBHTAER—Y].

zhé shi wo suo zhi dao de yi qie

Word guide: X — this; 5& — is; & — I; Br — (that which); %11 — know; —4J] — all.
o In the opening situation: #REFFRERIFORIFAXH.

o FTFEZA) modifies %Hl: the material that you need.
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B Check the limit of the explanation

o The subject remains 4/, so the construction is not automatically passive.
o FRFTHIIEN can stand alone as what I know; adding a head noun specifies the
thing.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form #RFBEFFHIER} needs repair here. Write #RETBEKIER} instead; keep

the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o FTFEEERY modifies %EA}: the material that you need. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

e The subject remains fJ, so the construction is not automatically passive. Fk
iE M can stand alone as what I know; adding a head noun specifies the thing.

B Try it with help closed

A notice says all the material you need is available here. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: K551 7ERERE X B,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

The subject remains {5, so the construction is not automatically passive.
FRTAER) can stand alone as what I know; adding a head noun specifies the
thing.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 6 ¢ 12 Sentence patterns — formal & written



