Sentence patterns — rhetoric & emphasis
HSK 6

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B4R (wouldn’t that be ...7)

B A rhetorical question points to wasted effort

o A project is nearly finished. Someone proposes abandoning it now.

 BENE, SARBHAFHIIFK? — The speaker invites agreement that abandoning it

would waste the effort.

A rhetorical question points to wasted effort

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT
A project is nearly The speaker invites Rhetorical force shows the
finished. Someone proposes agreement that abandoning it speaker's position, not

abandoning it now. would waste the effort. everyone else's agreement.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

. ERE (wouldn’t that be ...?): oS RE T BIERTE, SR EATH T2
« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

ENRELT?

na qv bu shi geng hdo

Word guide: #Hf — that; 2442 — wouldn’t that be; B — even; ¥ — good.
o In the opening situation: BFERFH, SAREHRIIR?

o The speaker invites agreement that abandoning it would waste the effort.

B Check the limit of the explanation
o Rhetorical force shows the speaker’s position, not everyone else’s agreement.

o A listener can dispute the claim; that disagreement does not make & AN f& ungram-
matical.
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B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form EART RBEHIK needs repair here. Write EARARBHRIIR instead;
keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o The speaker invites agreement that abandoning it would waste the effort. Check
the relevant speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o Rhetorical force shows the speaker’s position, not everyone else’s agreement. A
listener can dispute the claim; that disagreement does not make g AN f& ungram-
matical.

B Try it with help closed

A project is nearly finished. Someone proposes abandoning it now. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: MAEF, SN EHTHIFR?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Rbhetorical force shows the speaker’s position, not everyone else’s agreement.

o A listener can dispute the claim; that disagreement does not make A& un-
grammatical.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JE (F) ... AH] (simply must / insist on)

B Insistence is stronger than a preference

o A child rejects every alternative and insists on buying one particular toy.
o fBIEELIRANILE AT, — The child presents that purchase as non-negotiable.

Insistence is stronger than a preference

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A child rejects every The child presents that The pattern can express
alternative and insists on purchase as non-negotiable. personal insistence or

buying one particular toy. necessity.
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B Locate the pattern in real examples

e 3¢ (&) ... A7 (simply must / insist on): fBIFELEAT] . ; XPSFKAESN
AT

e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

fdEEEARTT

ta fei yao qu bu ké

Word guide: ft — he; JF — simply must; 3% — want; 2 — go; /1] — no other way.
o In the opening situation: f#IFEEIRNELEALT]

o The child presents that purchase as non-negotiable.

B Check the limit of the explanation

e The pattern can express personal insistence or necessity.

o It does not prove that buying the toy is objectively required; context identifies
whose demand it is.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form fEIFEEIRANFIET A needs repair here. Write fIFE LI AR
T] instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

e The child presents that purchase as non-negotiable. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o The pattern can express personal insistence or necessity. It does not prove that
buying the toy is objectively required; context identifies whose demand it is.
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B Try it with help closed

A child rejects every alternative and insists on buying one particular toy. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: fildEZ LA DL E AT,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The pattern can express personal insistence or necessity.

o It does not prove that buying the toy is objectively required; context identifies
whose demand it is.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3f (doubling as / concurrently)

B One person holds two roles

e A school biography describes a teacher who is also a writer.
o HRBEBIMFIEZE. — One person holds both roles at the same time.

One person holds two roles

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT
A school biography describes One person holds both roles Place 3% between the roles

a teacher who is also a at the same time. in AFEB.
writer.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« 3% (doubling as / concurrently): {2 ZIAIEFAE. ; 2T A 51
o Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

fb R BITARAER -

ta shi ldo shi jian zuo jia

Word guide: fth — he; J& — is; i — teacher; 3 — and also; /EZ — writer.
« In the opening situation: R BIHFIER.

e One person holds both roles at the same time.
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B Check the limit of the explanation

o Place 3f between the roles in A Ff B.

o This differs from MbPART & EIH, IAEEAEZ, which describes a change of role
rather than concurrent roles.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form M RFEZIMEZ needs repair here. Write #liRZIHFMES instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

e One person holds both roles at the same time. Check the relevant speaker, time or
group in the surrounding context.

« Place 3f between the roles in A 3# B. This differs from i DARTEZ I, IAEE/E
%, which describes a change of role rather than concurrent roles.

B Try it with help closed

A school biography describes a teacher who is also a writer. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 2 ZIMFFER .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Place 3f between the roles in A 3f B.

o This differs from WbPARTE 20T, FAEE/EZ, which describes a change of role
rather than concurrent roles.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BH3JE (could it be that ...7)

B An absence leads to a tentative guess

o A friend is very late. You wonder whether they forgot the meeting.
o MR BK, BB T BE]? — The speaker offers a possible explanation with surprise.
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An absence leads to a tentative guess

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT
A friend is very late. You The speaker offers a E3E is a guess, not

wonder whether they forgot possible explanation with confirmation.
the meeting. surprise.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« B3k (could it be that ...7): ARG T HANWAE?; BN IALLAR, ZAEH
THAE?

» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker
EERET?
mo fei ni wang le
Word guide: EE — could it be; 4R — you; & — forget.
o In the opening situation: fRE¥, HIERT BHE?

e The speaker offers a possible explanation with surprise.

B Check the limit of the explanation
o EidE is a guess, not confirmation.

o A following question or reply may test it. BESRG: T B[] would treat the forgetting
as established instead.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form BT JEE T B} H needs repair here. Write BLIER T BfJB] instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o The speaker offers a possible explanation with surprise. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o 3idE is a guess, not confirmation. A following question or reply may test it. LA
52 T[] would treat the forgetting as established instead.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend is very late. You wonder whether they forgot the meeting. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: fifi{% K, BLIEE T HE]?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o EiiE is a guess, not confirmation.

o A following question or reply may test it. BESRE: T H}E] would treat the forget-
ting as established instead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Bt (from this / hence)

B Separate a conclusion from its cause

o A survey finds that most respondents prefer the shorter route.

o AN, EREREZXEZHERP. — dt refers back to the survey result

and introduces an inference.

Separate a conclusion from its cause

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A survey finds that most FHILE refers back to the Match the conclusion's scope

respondents prefer the survey result and introduces to the evidence: these

shorter route. an inference. respondents do not represent
everybody automatically.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

ML (from this / hence): ftal I, B S RARK . 5 FIBIE R d LR .
» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

R, FAHREE.
you ct ké jian nu o heén zhong yao
Word guide: Hjlt, — from this; ] I, — it can be seen; %% Jj — effort; f§ — very; EHH —

important.

o In the opening situation: XTI, SERELRTE ZXEZE W .
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o ML refers back to the survey result and introduces an inference.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o Match the conclusion’s scope to the evidence: these respondents do not represent
everybody automatically.

o MILE| &iTit instead refers to a resulting event, not an inference.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form BT A I needs repair here. Write H,P] I, instead; keep the word
or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o It refers back to the survey result and introduces an inference. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.
e Match the conclusion’s scope to the evidence: these respondents do not represent
everybody automatically. Hj b5 | & 118 instead refers to a resulting event, not an
inference.

B Try it with help closed

A survey finds that most respondents prefer the shorter route. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: M A] L, 553846 32X Se 720Gl

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Match the conclusion’s scope to the evidence: these respondents do not represent

everybody automatically.
o MItH| &1t instead refers to a resulting event, not an inference.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BT (nothing is more ... than)

B State a personal highest value

o A speaker says that being together with family gives the greatest happiness.

o BEBHFEETTHMEALE—R. — The speaker ranks this experience above the

alternatives.
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State a personal highest value

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A speaker says that being The speaker ranks this The superlative expresses
together with family gives experience above the the speaker's evaluation.
the greatest happiness. alternatives.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« BT (nothing is more ... than): HEFAMENF, ST THREATE . ; &k
kR, Bt TR %

» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

BORNEEATRG.

zut kuai le de shi mo guo yu li xing

Word guide: £ — most; {t 4 — happy; & — thing; Z1F — nothing more than; j&4T
— travel.

« In the opening situation: HFEBKBETTFRRALE—E.

e The speaker ranks this experience above the alternatives.

B Check the limit of the explanation

e The superlative expresses the speaker’s evaluation.

o It does not assert a scientific measurement or everybody’s preference. I&it-T
introduces the experience ranked highest.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form BEFAFREAIE—E neceds repair here. Write BFFHEAE —E
instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o The speaker ranks this experience above the alternatives. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o The superlative expresses the speaker’s evaluation. It does not assert a scientific
measurement or everybody’s preference. ELitF introduces the experience ranked
highest.
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B Try it with help closed

A speaker says that being together with family gives the greatest happiness. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: fiz=rA M) 5Lid T HIRAIE—.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The superlative expresses the speaker’s evaluation.

o It does not assert a scientific measurement or everybody’s preference. ZLif T
introduces the experience ranked highest.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5H A, 7] / & B (rather than ... would rather)

B A choice rejects waiting in favour of action

e You would rather investigate a problem yourself than wait for an update.

5H&¥E, FEECEEFESH. — Waiting is the rejected option; going to look is

preferred.

A choice rejects waiting in favour of action

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

You would rather investigate Waiting is the rejected Preference is not proof that
a problem yourself than wait option; going to look is the action occurred.
for an update. preferred.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

- 5H A, ¥ / FE B (rather than ... would rather): 5HEREE, TR
HOEER. ; SHMLE, Tl Rk,

e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

HSK 6 ¢ 7 Sentence patterns — rhetoric & emphasis



B Follow the speaker

5HSE, TEACE.

yu qi déng zhe ning yuan zi ji qu

Word guide: 5H — rather than; %3 — wait; T°J& — would rather; H  — oneself; %
— go.

o In the opening situation: 5H%%, TFRECEEE.

o Waiting is the rejected option; going to look is preferred.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o Preference is not proof that the action occurred.

e H5H A, A1 B can recommend B; T°J& B stresses willingness or preference,
sometimes despite a cost.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form 5T HEFE, FRHTDZE needs repair here. Write 5HE&%E, TFEEHC
Z instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o Waiting is the rejected option; going to look is preferred. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o Preference is not proof that the action occurred. 5H A, A4 B can recommend
B; & B stresses willingness or preference, sometimes despite a cost.

B Try it with help closed

You would rather investigate a problem yourself than wait for an update. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: 5H4%E, TIRACEEE

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Preference is not proof that the action occurred.

o H5H A, AU B can recommend B; T°J& B stresses willingness or preference,
sometimes despite a cost.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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R ... By (just like / as if)

B A comparison does not identify the object

o An artificial flower looks convincingly real.
RFIEBERMIE . — The flower is compared with a real flower in appearance.

A comparison does not identify the object

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

An artificial flower looks The flower is compared with BR...{LAY expresses likeness,

convincingly real. areal flower in appearance. not identity.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« BB ... PIY (just like / as if): flmE 4 Z TR . SMEHVSIR 2B .

» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

AR ERIPIEY

zhé hua gen zhen de shi de
Word guide: iX — this; f& — flower; R — like; ELFJ — real; {LIfY) — as if.

o In the opening situation: XZIERBERMCIH .

e The flower is compared with a real flower in appearance.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o I} .. {IHY expresses likeness, not identity.

o {LIHY is read shi de in this pattern; {LI3F uses si. Keep the matching frame g X {2}
' together.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form REMIKIL needs repair here. Write BRERIPIR instead; keep the word

or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.
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B Keep the distinction
e The flower is compared with a real flower in appearance. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o B} .. {LIAY expresses likeness, not identity. {LI) is read shi de in this pattern; {/°F
uses si. Keep the matching frame R X {PIHY together.

B Try it with help closed

An artificial flower looks convincingly real. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X Z={E R BRI
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

R .. {PIfY) expresses likeness, not identity.

{IY is read shi de in this pattern; {LJ3F uses si. Keep the matching frame R X
{LIHY together.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AR (truly worthy of)

B A reputation is supported by an action

o An expert immediately identifies a fault that others missed.

e MAMERER, —IBMBH THMM. — The quick diagnosis supports praise that

he lives up to the title.

A reputation is supported by an action

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

An expert immediately The quick diagnosis supports AR 2 links reputation and
identifies a fault that praise that he lives up to performance.
others missed. the title.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« AR (truly worthy of): AR L%, AL T8, ; MLRESE, K
FRE R

» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.
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B Follow the speaker

AR LK.

ta bu kui shi zhuan jia

Word guide: fth — he; ANl — truly worthy; /& — is; T — expert.
o In the opening situation: AAMEER, —RMREBEL T HBE.

e The quick diagnosis supports praise that he lives up to the title.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o AN/ links reputation and performance.

e It can be used ironically in context, so do not grade every negative follow-up as a
syntax error merely because praise is usual.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form fBERAPEFK needs repair here. Write AR E Z instead; keep the
word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
e The quick diagnosis supports praise that he lives up to the title. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o APiSE links reputation and performance. It can be used ironically in context, so
do not grade every negative follow-up as a syntax error merely because praise is
usual.

B Try it with help closed

An expert immediately identifies a fault that others missed. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {2 E%, —IRWE L T8,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ANi/2 links reputation and performance.

o It can be used ironically in context, so do not grade every negative follow-up as

a syntax error merely because praise is usual.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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B ... fitE (for ... to decide)

B Name the person who has the final say

o A group asks who should select the gift. The decision is assigned to the child.
o Xf+23LY, HETFHOME. — The child is given authority over this particular

choice.

Name the person who has the final say

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A group asks who should The child is given authority This does not mean the child
select the gift. The over this particular choice. controls the entire event.
decision is assigned to the

child.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« B .. E (for .. to decide): EIFF MM I ; FEAIIF BB E.
e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

XA

zhé jian shi you ni zuo zhu

Word guide: jX — this; {4 — (measure word); Z — matter; i — by; /& — you; 3 —
decide.

« In the opening situation: EH24L%, HEFHOME.

o The child is given authority over this particular choice.

B Check the limit of the explanation

e This does not mean the child controls the entire event.

o State the area first when needed; fif 3= assigns decision authority, unlike #$T-,
which only offers assistance.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form 23081, BERET needs repair here. Write BA+2%3081, HET

M= instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.
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B Keep the distinction
e The child is given authority over this particular choice. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

e This does not mean the child controls the entire event. State the area first when
needed; fif{ £ assigns decision authority, unlike H5r:, which only offers assistance.

B Try it with help closed

A group asks who should select the gift. The decision is assigned to the child. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: L2491, HZ T B

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e This does not mean the child controls the entire event.

o State the area first when needed; fi{ 3£ assigns decision authority, unlike HF{T",
which only offers assistance.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

k48 ... AW] (absolutely must)

B A constraint narrows the possible person

o A task requires the only team member who holds the key.
o XEIEBMEAT ., — The speaker insists that he, rather than an alternative

person, must come.

A constraint narrows the possible person

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A task requires the only The speaker insists that he, 15 is read d&i here.
team member who holds the rather than an alternative
key. person, must come.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« JEf& .. AW (absolutely must): XFAEAHBILTEAT . ; & KIFFIEMEILE %
A] .

» Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.
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B Follow the speaker

XEIEAGMRAT

zhé shi fei déi ta ldi bu ke

Word guide: iX — this; 3% — matter; JEf5 — absolutely must; ffi — he; 3¢ — come; A 7]
— no other way.

« In the opening situation: XEIEEMHUEAT]

o The speaker insists that he, rather than an alternative person, must come.

B Check the limit of the explanation
o 15 is read déi here.

o JFf5 often appears without ATH] in ordinary speech, as in 354 KZN; do not
treat the long form as the only possible sentence.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form FETHBMMFEART needs repair here. Write JEEABIRA ] instead; keep
the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o The speaker insists that he, rather than an alternative person, must come. Check
the relevant speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o 15 is read déi here. JE45 often appears without /~A] in ordinary speech, as in JE
154 KZM: do not treat the long form as the only possible sentence.

B Try it with help closed

A task requires the only team member who holds the key. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: XFEEAEAT],

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 15 is read déi here.

o JEf5 often appears without A H] in ordinary speech, as in JEf54> K F:N: do not

treat the long form as the only possible sentence.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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—3k ..., =3k ... (firstly ..., secondly ...)

B Two reasons differ from a time sequence

* You choose cycling because it saves money and gives exercise.

o WHE I, —REER, —RBIEEIKR. — The two phrases give two reasons for the

same choice.

Two reasons differ from a time sequence

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

You choose cycling because The two phrases give two They do not mean that saving
it saves money and gives reasons for the same choice. money happens first and

exercise. exercise second.

B Locate the pattern in real examples
o —3¥ ..., T3 .. (firstly ..., secondly ...): FAET, —fIL, —REHE. ;
Bide BIE, —RAE, RS

e Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

—REE, ZXKFE.

yi ldi pidn yi ér lai fang bian

Word guide: —3f — firstly; f’H — cheap; —3f — secondly; J7{# — convenient.
o In the opening situation: %% _F¥E, —REBE, —RBHIFHE.

o The two phrases give two reasons for the same choice.

B Check the limit of the explanation

e They do not mean that saving money happens first and exercise second.

o For successive actions use 4 .. Ff ... Reasons may have different importance
without a strict ranking.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form —3RE4ER, —FREHE B K needs repair here. Write —3&84%, —RB%

B instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.
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B Keep the distinction

e The two phrases give two reasons for the same choice. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

e They do not mean that saving money happens first and exercise second. For
successive actions use 4 ... F ... Reasons may have different importance without
a strict ranking.

B Try it with help closed

You choose cycling because it saves money and gives exercise. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: W7 FHE, —k4&4k, —RBH K,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
They do not mean that saving money happens first and exercise second.

For successive actions use 4 .. Ff ... Reasons may have different importance
without a strict ranking.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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