Particles
HSK 6

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

&7 (whether or not)

B A formal reply must answer either way

o A form asks the recipient to confirm whether they agree.
o BHIANERERE. — Both agreement and disagreement are possible responses.

A formal reply must answer either way

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A form asks the recipient to Both agreement and =& goes before the

confirm whether they agree. disagreement are possible predicate.

responses.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« B& (whether or not): i AU MET; FATEPIER A TSI

« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

qing que ren nin shi fou tong yi

Word guide: i — please; #ffi\ — confirm; %% — you; 275 — whether; [f]& —
« In the opening situation: JEHIAGREEFR .

o Both agreement and disagreement are possible responses.

agree.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o 275 goes before the predicate.
 In this direct request, it already frames the yes-or-no issue; adding "4 is unnecessary.
215 does not imply agreement.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form #RFEERAE needs repair here. Write R EI R instead; keep the word
or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o Both agreement and disagreement are possible responses. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o 215 goes before the predicate. In this direct request, it already frames the yes-or-
no issue; adding "% is unnecessary. J&¢ does not imply agreement.

B Try it with help closed

A form asks the recipient to confirm whether they agree. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {EFI\ G5 FE .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 215 goes before the predicate.

o In this direct request, it already frames the yes-or-no issue; adding "% is unnec-

essary. &1y does not imply agreement.
e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

.. 5% (whether ... or not)

B An attendance decision becomes the topic

e An organiser needs a reply even from people who cannot attend.

- BMEE, WERREE.

should reply.

— Whether attending or not is the issue; everyone

An attendance decision becomes the topic

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

An organiser needs a reply Whether attending or not is 5% follows the action or

even from people who cannot the issue; everyone should property; &2 precedes it.

attend. reply.




B Locate the pattern in real examples

¢ .. 5% (whether ... or not): I EE, HAEX K. ; S5, HRHREE.

« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

BI5®, BRTES.

chéng gong yu fou qu jué yi nu It

Word guide: ¥ — success; 545 — or not; kT — depends on; %% 17 — effort.
o In the opening situation: ZiN5%, #HERREE.

o Whether attending or not is the issue; everyone should reply.

B Check the limit of the explanation
o 5715 follows the action or property; f&75 precedes it.

o ZIN54 and 252 frame the same two possibilities, rather than two successive
actions.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
e The form 5Z&ZM needs repair here. Write ZH54 instead; keep the word or
frame in its demonstrated order.

¢ Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o Whether attending or not is the issue; everyone should reply. Check the relevant
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

o 54 follows the action or property; f&75 precedes it. ZN575 and 2% SN
frame the same two possibilities, rather than two successive actions.

B Try it with help closed

An organiser needs a reply even from people who cannot attend. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ZI 5%, #ig /A EE .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 575 follows the action or property; f&75 precedes it.

o ZIN5% and 2152 frame the same two possibilities, rather than two suc-
cessive actions.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Noun + Z + Noun (a literary F)

B Choose a proverb’s established wording

o A writer quotes the familiar expression about learning from failure.

o RMRERBIIZEE. — 2 links {3 to £} in an established literary expression.

Choose a proverb's established wording

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING

Z links A I to & in an

shed literary

CHECK THE LIMIT

A writer quotes the familiar This use is similar to f4,

expression about learning estal but Z has other classical

from failure. expression. uses.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

« Noun + Z + Noun (a literary #): KBUZEIIZ 1. ; X NEZ B S
¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

RIER RN Z B

shi bai shi chéng gong zhi mu

Word guide: 2RI — failure; J& — is; B{F) — success; 22 — of; £} — mother.
« In the opening situation: &BRBIhZ & .

o 2 links B3] to £} in an established literary expression.



B Check the limit of the explanation
o This use is similar to [, but 2 has other classical uses.

« Do not replace every spoken [ mechanically; Ftf{45 remains the natural everyday
form.

B Repair the form before interpreting it
o The form FEHEIZ B needs repair here. Write {22 £ instead; keep the word
or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction
o 2 links 3] to £} in an established literary expression. Check the relevant speaker,
time or group in the surrounding context.

o This use is similar to f{, but 2 has other classical uses. Do not replace every
spoken [ mechanically; F 5 remains the natural everyday form.

B Try it with help closed

A writer quotes the familiar expression about learning from failure. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 2832 £,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o This use is similar to [{§J, but 22 has other classical uses.

« Do not replace every spoken [1¥] mechanically; F[-}5 remains the natural every-
day form.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Statement + W (self-evident)

B Explain the obvious reason without asking

e A beginner is slow, and you remind a colleague that this is the first attempt.
o B—WW, B—EMBIEHR. — U marks the first attempt as an understood expla-

nation.

Explain the obvious reason without asking

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

W8 differs from the
yes-or-no question particle

I marks the first attempt

as an understood

A beginner is sl

remind a colleague that this

is the first attempt. explanation. g,

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o Statement + W (self-evident): % TWik, #ZEIL. ; IR, 18— SR IERE.
« Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

A EILBRVLIK .

you yi jian jiu shuo ma

Word guide: 4 — have; 2 I, — opinions; 3 — then; Ji. — say.
o In the opening situation: SF—RKWK, B—EMBIEE.

Ik marks the first attempt as an understood explanation.

B Check the limit of the explanation

o I differs from the yes-or-no question particle 1.
o It can follow a topic as well as a full statement, and may sound impatient if the
listener does not share the assumption.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form BRE—K, B—HMIEHF needs repair here. Write H—IKK, B—E B

IE¥# instead; keep the word or frame in its demonstrated order.

e Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o I marks the first attempt as an understood explanation.
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

Check the relevant

o U differs from the yes-or-no question particle "5, It can follow a topic as well
as a full statement, and may sound impatient if the listener does not share the
assumption.



B Try it with help closed

A beginner is slow, and you remind a colleague that this is the first attempt. Close

the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly

in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change

one detail and try again.

One possible response: 55—k, f&— SR IER.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o I differs from the yes-or-no question particle 3.

o It can follow a topic as well as a full statement, and may sound impatient if the
listener does not share the assumption.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence + Ml (a casual shrug)

B QOffer a simple solution with care

o A friend says they are tired. You suggest resting in a casual conversation.
o BTEMKREMI, - I presents resting as a straightforward available solution.

Offer a simple solution with care

SITUATION SPEAKER MEANING CHECK THE LIMIT

A friend says they are WM presents resting as a The same words can sound

straightforward available

solution. ing on voice and

relationship.

B Locate the pattern in real examples

o Sentence + Ml (a casual shrug): A&E2EM, ; MRS T,

¢ Read the whole clause before choosing a translation. The examples show the pat-
tern in use; the context below determines what the speaker claims.

B Follow the speaker

ASRFM.

b hui jiu xué bei

Word guide: A — not; £ — can; 3t — then; 2% — learn.
« In the opening situation: B T EUAE M,

o M presents resting as a straightforward available solution.

B Check the limit of the explanation

e The same words can sound reassuring or dismissive depending on voice and rela-
tionship.

¢ Use a plain polite suggestion with a customer or in a formal report.

B Repair the form before interpreting it

o The form MIZ THEMKE needs repair here. Write B T HUAE M instead; keep the
word or frame in its demonstrated order.

o Form and meaning are separate checks. After the repair, explain the sentence in
its situation rather than treating a familiar translation as a universal rule.

B Keep the distinction

o Ml presents resting as a straightforward available solution.
speaker, time or group in the surrounding context.

Check the relevant

e The same words can sound reassuring or dismissive depending on voice and rela-
tionship. Use a plain polite suggestion with a customer or in a formal report.

B Try it with help closed

A friend says they are tired. You suggest resting in a casual conversation. Close

the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly

in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change

one detail and try again.

One possible response: Z 5K E M,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The same words can sound reassuring or dismissive depending on voice and
relationship.

o Use a plain polite suggestion with a customer or in a formal report.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




