Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B vs ] vs £ (towards)

B A model for learning is an abstract target

e You want to learn from an experienced teammate.
o« WM. — |7 introduces the person used as a model for learning.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ vs [i] vs 4 (towards). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

M mfbE .
wo men xiang ta rué Ti
Word guide: {7 — we; [n] — toward; fii — him; 2%>] — learn.

B Read examples in context
—HAERE.
yi zhi wang qian zou
Word guide: —H — straight; i — toward; Hj — forward; 3£ — walk.
« In the opening example, M2 . : [ introduces the person used as a model
for learning.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o j, 1] and £ overlap for physical direction, but not every abstract collocation.

o Learn [n] .. 2%#>] instead of freely swapping every towards-word.

B Use the distinction

o 1] introduces the person used as a model for learning.

o 5, 1] and fF overlap for physical direction, but not every abstract collocation.
Learn [1] ... %% >] instead of freely swapping every towards-word.
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B Try it with help closed

You want to learn from an experienced teammate. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F[a]fthz#>] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o, [1] and fF overlap for physical direction, but not every abstract collocation.
o Learn 1] .. 2#>] instead of freely swapping every towards-word.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

%} vs X}F (to/toward vs regarding)

B Treatment of a person differs from a topic phrase
o A person treats you kindly.
o fbXFERABEF. — K introduces the person towards whom the treatment is directed.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is X vs X}F (to/toward vs regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBXTRARLF -
ta dur wo hén hao
Word guide: ft — he; X — to; F — me; f§ — very; ¥ — good.

B Read examples in context

MTFXME, REEFE.

dui yu zhe ge weén ti wo you kan fa

Word guide: XfF — regarding; iX — this; /|~ — (measure word); [ — issue; F& — I;

A — have; HIE — views.

« In the opening example, fEXfFRABIF. : %] introduces the person towards whom
the treatment is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e XJF often introduces a topic for evaluation.
e X} and X}T overlap in some topic phrases, but X} TR does not naturally
replace XfFAR I here.

B Use the distinction

o XJ introduces the person towards whom the treatment is directed.

o XIF often introduces a topic for evaluation. %} and %fF overlap in some topic
phrases, but X FFHR L does not naturally replace XfF AR here.

B Try it with help closed

A person treats you kindly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X F AL 1.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e XIF often introduces a topic for evaluation.

e XJ and XfF overlap in some topic phrases, but %f TR does not naturally
replace XfFAR & here.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

XF vs WF vs EF

B Read the phrase’s job in the sentence

« A report concerns an environmental issue.

o XR—BRTIFEHNME. — X TFHE modifies the report’s topic.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &£F vs YfF vs &F. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KT, BAFE.

guan yu zhé jian shi wo bu qing chu

Word guide: ZF — about; iX — this; /4 — (measure word);  — matter; I — I, & -
not; J&#& — clear.
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B Read examples in context

ETHH, WEHNR.

zhi yiu jid gé yi hou zai shuo

Word guide: £F — as for; #1#% — price; PLJ5G — later; - — again; 3t — discuss.

« Tn the opening example, XB—H X FHFBERME. : XTI modifies the
report’s topic.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e & T can move to a new topic, while X often frames an attitude or evaluation.

o Their functions overlap in some sentences; learn the whole construction rather than
rigid English labels.

B Use the distinction
o XTFHE modifies the report’s topic.
e % can move to a new topic, while X}-F often frames an attitude or evaluation.

Their functions overlap in some sentences; learn the whole construction rather than
rigid English labels.

B Try it with help closed

A report concerns an environmental issue. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: XJ&—17 % THER R

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e % can move to a new topic, while X often frames an attitude or evaluation.

e Their functions overlap in some sentences; learn the whole construction rather
than rigid English labels.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

%4 vs 2f (to/for vs for the sake of)

B A recipient differs from acting on behalf of someone

e You call a friend to speak directly to them.
o BRLMITHTE. — %4 marks the person receiving the call.

HSK 5 ¢ 27 Comparing similar prepositions @



B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is £ vs 3§ (to/for vs for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERETHY .
wo géi ni mai le [0 wu
Word guide: & — I; 45 — for; /K — you; 3£ — buy; L4 — present.

B Read examples in context

XERR ARG «

zhe dou shi wet ni hdo

Word guide: X — this; #B — all; 52 — is; & — for the sake of; 4K — you; & — good.

« In the opening example, BLMITHIE. : %45 marks the person receiving the call.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o HBFTHLE can mean making a call on his behalf.

o %4 and A can overlap in beneficiary contexts such as buying a gift, so this distinc-
tion is not an absolute separation of meanings.

B Use the distinction

o #5 marks the person receiving the call.

o NABFTHLIE can mean making a call on his behalf. #; and >k can overlap in
beneficiary contexts such as buying a gift, so this distinction is not an absolute
separation of meanings.

B Try it with help closed

You call a friend to speak directly to them. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FZ5MFTH .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o HBFTHLTE can mean making a call on his behalf.

e %4 and °} can overlap in beneficiary contexts such as buying a gift, so this
distinction is not an absolute separation of meanings.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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