Let alone...
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B ... , BB ... # ... (let alone)

B Use the stronger candidate to support the weaker inference

e A puzzle defeats even adults, so children are unlikely to solve it.

. BIRETF, BEAABARSL., -~ Failure by the normally more capable group

supports the claim about children.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Bl ... , B .. B ... (let alone). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PET, RERRKAHAS.

bié shuo hdi zi jiv shi da rén yé bu hui

Word guide: 5] — let alone; #%F — children; B2 — even; K A — adults; 5 — also;
AL — can't.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, FIEETF, MEKRKAWLA L. : Failure by the normally
more capable group supports the claim about children.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The relevant ability scale must come from the context.

o In this example, adults are not the harder task; they are the stronger candidates
attempting the same task.

B Use the distinction
o Failure by the normally more capable group supports the claim about children.

¢ The relevant ability scale must come from the context. In this example, adults are
not the harder task; they are the stronger candidates attempting the same task.

B Try it with help closed

A puzzle defeats even adults, so children are unlikely to solve it. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: Hiii% T, gt R AH AL,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The relevant ability scale must come from the context.

o In this example, adults are not the harder task; they are the stronger candidates
attempting the same task.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B AR (let alone / not to mention)

B Follow the scale in a let-alone argument

o Someone finds even walking difficult, making running less feasible.

o fFEERIME, EAHUIKES.  Running is presented as still less feasible than

walking here.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BEA P, (let alone / not to mention). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

e B AR, SR UL

ta lian zou lu dou ndn géng bi yong shuo pdo bu

Word guide: fh — he; & — even; £ — walk; & — even; ¥ — hard; B AL — let
alone; A4 — run.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fbFEEBEEME, EAHMMAE . | Running is presented as
still less feasible than walking here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o B RVt can also support a positive inference, as when knowing a difficult text
implies knowing an easier one.

o Follow the actual scale and polarity instead of always labelling the final item harder.

B Use the distinction
o Running is presented as still less feasible than walking here.

o RN can also support a positive inference, as when knowing a difficult text
implies knowing an easier one. Follow the actual scale and polarity instead of
always labelling the final item harder.

B Try it with help closed

Someone finds even walking difficult, making running less feasible. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.
One possible response: filj&ERAME, A ULH A
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o H AN can also support a positive inference, as when knowing a difficult text
implies knowing an easier one.
o Follow the actual scale and polarity instead of always labelling the final item
harder.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




