’If” statements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B4 ... , Bt ... (if / supposing)

B Try when an opportunity arises

« A friend wants to join a workshop but does not yet have a place. {BIIBEY.L, B
ER K. - if there is an opportunity, give it a try.

o The advice sets a possible condition. It does not announce that a place has already
been offered or that trying guarantees success.

B Put the condition before the response
o fBI + condition, ... gt + response links a supposed situation with a result,
plan or suggestion.

o In the original example, A #£ is the condition and Zifi® is the suggested
response. Read the response as advice, not as an action already completed.

BaEblS, BEER.

jid i you ji hui jiu qu shi shi

Word guide: Rl — supposing;  — have; & — chance; ¥ — then; & — go; i —
try.

B Update the actual condition
o BRIMAXESZL, RIMMESM. - if we are free tomorrow, we will go and visit —
uses tomorrow’s availability.

o A later message says everyone is free today but busy tomorrow. Today’s free time
does not establish the tomorrow condition.

Update the actual condition

RAMIARBZ , BATHREBSW,

Condition: free tomorrow; response: go and visit

ay; busy tomorrow

Today’s availability does not meet tomorrow’s condition

Keep the named condition separate from an observed result.
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® Do not require §f everywhere
o BRIMFREZS, BAI—BEM, - if you have free time, let us go together — is an
invitation without Hf.

o 4l is a common partner, not a compulsory word in every conditional. The complete
second clause still supplies a meaningful response.

B Separate if from even if

« BTN, WA . changes the plan if it rains. R TW, TBE. keeps
going despite possible rain.

o A plain if-condition does not report that rain is certain. It also does not list every
possible reason a person might choose not to go.

B Read condition, response and evidence
 Identify the supposed case and the proposed result or action. Check that any later
evidence concerns the same people, time and condition.

o Keep advice separate from guaranteed success. Do not require ¥ everywhere or
turn an if-condition into a weather report or a complete list of causes.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Try when an opportunity arises. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: RUIANIE, BEidid.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BUMREZ, RAT—EEIE, - if you have free time, let us go together — is an
invitation without Af.

o 4l is a common partner, not a compulsory word in every conditional. The com-
plete second clause still supplies a meaningful response.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Fi— ... JE4I? (what if)

B Ask for a backup before the picnic
A picnic group asks T— FR/EAIp? — what should we do if it rains? They raise
rain as a possible problem to prepare for.

o The question asks for a response. It supplies neither a rain forecast nor a ready-
made backup location.
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B Give the question a response

e Ji— -+ possible problem + /BEA47p? asks what to do if the problem occurs. A
response can give a separate conditional plan.

« For this fictional group, T—TFW , BAIBEEZNIESN. means they plan an indoor

activity in that case. It does not say the activity has happened.
I—TFREAI?
wan yi ria yu zén me ban
Word guide: Jj— — what if; Ny — rain; /E247p» — what to do.
B Check whether a backup is usable

o The group suggests a school room, but its booking has not been confirmed. Jj—
TREAIM does not itself grant permission to use that room.

o A complete plan needs the room’s availability and the group’s agreed action. Asking
the contingency question is only the start.

Check whether a backup is usable

A—TFRELD?

Ask for a response to possible rain

A—T/8 , BIHRAEZZERIED,

State a backup plan; not completed action

Room booking still unconfirmed

The question does not establish room availability

Keep the named condition separate from an observed result.

B Prepare without pretending to measure

e HF—RMEB T, MWAEBEEM, — in case I arrive late, go in first — prepares for

lateness without making it certain.

e J7— commonly raises a possibility the speaker treats as unlikely or troublesome.
It gives no measured rate and need not mean the worst event imaginable.

B A question and a report do different jobs

o FT—TFM/EBAIN raises a contingency. BB FM T » reports that rain has started.

o If a later report confirms rain, use the agreed response and check current facts.
The earlier question alone was not evidence of rain.
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B Separate possibility from preparation
o Name the possible problem, then distinguish asking what to do from specifying an
action and confirming it can be carried out.

e Do not turn Jj— into exactly one chance in ten thousand, a forecast, permission
to use a room or proof that the backup has already happened.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Ask for a backup before the picnic. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: J;— [ /E 4 Ip?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e A—RMA| T, MRIGHEM, — in case I arrive late, go in first — prepares for
lateness without making it certain.

e J7— commonly raises a possibility the speaker treats as unlikely or troublesome.
It gives no measured rate and need not mean the worst event imaginable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Clause + HJ3E (if / conditional frame)

B Ask to be told if a friend goes
A friend has not decided whether to join a visit. #RERIE, MFE—E. - if you
go, let me know.

o The speaker asks for a message in the going case. The sentence does not confirm
the friend’s decision or require a telephone call.

B Place §J3F after the condition
« Condition clause + BJ§E, response puts [{J3f after the case being supposed:

WERE, MBS,

o WRKRERE, MBE—F. can add U before the same condition. The two
markers can work together.

WERWE, ME—H.

ni qu de hua jiao wo yi sheng

Word guide: 1R — you; & — go; Bif — if; 1Y — call; I, — me; —7F — (a shout).
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B Read a changed condition

o RAEBTE, &HiFFE. — if you do not go, tell me — attaches the request to not
going.

e Keep A inside the condition. It does not mean do not tell me; the requested
response remains 1573k

Read a changed condition

RERE , UH—F,

Going condition; request to be told

RAERE , HikF.

Not-going condition; telling remains requested

BITIE T kYA,

His words: noun phrase, not an if-condition

Keep the named condition separate from an observed result.

® Do not mistake someone’s words for if

- RUTHE T AHIE.
wo ting dong le ta de hua
Word guide: F — I; Wi{# — understood what was said; T — completed action; fifs
— his (here); ] — possessive marker; { — words. — I understood his words — uses
a possessive phrase meaning his words. There is no conditional response here.

o A phrase such as #r&HE, BIEBKE T . can frame price as the topic. Its

context differs from a complete going condition followed by a request.

B Keep tone and timing in context
o The conditional marker {5 alone does not make every request polite. Tone, the
request itself and the relationship still matter.

o MYFk—75 asks to be told in this conversation. It does not specify an exact minute,
promise that a message was sent or prove that the friend already went.

B J.ocate the whole condition

e Read the clause before f{i, including any negative word, and the response after
it. 4 may appear before that clause too.

» Use the complete sentence to separate a condition, a topic frame and a noun phrase
meaning someone’s words. None alone proves completed action.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Ask to be told if a friend goes. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {REHTE, WFHK—7E.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
RITHE T M .

wo ting dong le ta de hua

Word guide: & — I; & — understood what was said; J" — completed action; fifl
— his (here); 1] — possessive marker; i — words. — I understood his words — uses
a possessive phrase meaning his words. There is no conditional response here.
A phrase such as MM&HIE, BIEHEKE T . can frame price as the topic. Its
context differs from a complete going condition followed by a request.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



