Sentence patterns — focus & existence
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

FARR (if it weren’t for)

B A friend gets you to the right place

o A friend guides you through unfamiliar streets, and you arrive without getting lost.

You say BARR, BEERE T . — If it had not been for you, I would have got
lost.

o Keep two versions apart: the help actually happened; getting lost is the imagined
alternative without that help.

B Remove the helpful condition in imagination

o Use ERR + person / situation, result. In this example, {f stands for the
friend’s help; #f introduces the imagined result.

o BEARKEILHTE, REEBE T . makes the help explicit. [ is optional here;

it is not a separate actual event.
BEARK, RREBET .
yao bu shi ni wo jiu mi lu le
Word guide: A — if not for; 8 — you; & — I; 5 — then; 2K — get lost.
B Read the two versions side by side

o Actual version: a friend guides you and you arrive safely. Imagined version: remove
that help and picture getting lost.

o BEPET . directly reports getting lost. The same words inside the ZEAZ .. 5l
.. alternative do not become an actual report.
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Actual help and an imagined alternative

What happened: your friend guided you

You arrived without getting lost

EARMR , BRI T,

Imagine removing the help: getting lost

BERERIZEE , FFTEEMIBRIT,

B] BE makes the imagined lateness uncertain

An imagined result is not an actual event report.

B Leave room for uncertainty
o BEARKIEME, RVEHIRE T. — Without your reminder, I might have been
late. T]HE makes the imagined result less certain.

o The speaker credits the reminder. The sentence is not an experiment proving that
it was the only possible way to arrive on time.

B Compare an alternative with a thank-you

o ZSRIEME, BRABIRH|. credits the reminder for avoiding lateness. BARMR
EE, BPOBRI]T . imagines lateness without it.

e Both can express gratitude in this situation. Their result clauses look in different
directions: the actual good result, or an unreal bad alternative.

B Change the event before choosing the pattern
o If you actually got lost and the friend never helped, F¢ £ T reports that event.
Do not reuse the opening thank-you as its description.

o For a new situation, identify what happened first, then what is only imagined
without the named condition.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A friend gets you to the right place. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: ZLANZ4R, L T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BARKEEE, BAEEHIED]T. — Without your reminder, I might have been
late. P]HE makes the imagined result less certain.

o The speaker credits the reminder. The sentence is not an experiment proving
that it was the only possible way to arrive on time.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

%% (thanks to / luckily)

B A deliberate search finds the bag

o A friend helps search the station, finds your missing bag, and brings it back. %
THR, BAFKA]. — Thanks to you, I found it.

e The speaker credits useful help. £ 7% can describe deliberate effort; it does not
require a random lucky accident.

B Name the contribution and the result

e Use £75 (T) + helpful person / event, result. | is optional in this pattern;
7" often highlights how the help enabled the result.

e In Z75 TR, FAFE, the understood object of $£#| is the missing bag from the
conversation. Do not invent a different object.

25T, BARI.

duo kui le ni wo cdi zhdo ddo

Word guide: £7 — thanks to; /& — you; & — I; 4" — only then; %3] — found.

B A negative event can be avoided successfully

o BRI, RABRI|. — Thanks to your reminder, I was not late. ¥R%| is

the beneficial result here.

o ZTRIEME, U T4, credits a reminder for bringing an umbrella. It works
without 74", and does not claim that rain actually fell.
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Credit the help and check the outcome

2S5 TR, HABEE,

Helpful search = bag found

ZoiriREE , HAIRIRE,

Helpful reminder —> lateness avoided

ZoIRREE , FF TR,

Helpful reminder = umbrella brought; no " required

A useful contribution need not be the only contribution.

B Keep credit separate from ordinary blame
o In the bag example, 275 T X credits the friend for finding it. It does not blame
them for losing it.

e An ironic tone could change a speaker’s intention. With ordinary sincere thanks
as our stated context, choose the beneficial contribution.

B A contribution is not the whole story
e The friend searched and a station worker returned the bag. You may thank the
friend without claiming that nobody else helped.

o If the bag is still missing, & 4 4k %] does not describe the stated outcome. The
useful effort and a successful search are different claims.

B Thank someone for what the evidence supports

o Name the help and its actual benefit: reminding someone to bring an umbrella,
finding a bag, or preventing lateness.

e Choose 27 for the helpful contribution, then check the result clause. Do not add
an outcome or an exclusive cause that the context never supplies.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A deliberate search finds the bag. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ TR, A .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In the bag example, £ 75 TR credits the friend for finding it. It does not blame
them for losing it.

e An ironic tone could change a speaker’s intention. With ordinary sincere thanks
as our stated context, choose the beneficial contribution.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

.. ME (that’s all / nothing more)

B A joke still has a listener
o After a comment, the speaker says R RBRFIEME .. — I was only joking, that’s

all. This presents the comment as nothing more than a joke.

o The listener may still feel hurt. [, gives the speaker’s limited account; it does
not prove the effect on someone else.

B Close the claim with &

o Put TME after the limited statement. H& ... TiE and A3t ... B are common
ways to stress “only this”.

o WHEITEMLE limits the claimed intention to joking. The sentence does not
establish agreement or forgiveness.

RARFHGEME .

wo zhi shi kai wan xiao ér yi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; HJ& — only; JFIL4E — joke; M. — that’s all.
B Jdentify exactly what is limited

e BHETHHINE. - I read only two pages. The limit concerns how much was
read, not whether the reader understood them.

o RARHEMAIONE . [ only offered advice. The speaker limits their role; this
does not say who made the final decision.
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A limited claim leaves other questions open

HRARBTRITME.

Two pages read; understanding remains unstated

HREFIKME,

Speaker’s claimed intention; listener’s feelings unstated

AmTTmE.

Speaker downplays the price; your budget is separate

ME does not change a number or prove harmlessness.

B Small to the speaker may be large to you
e FiTIEME. - Only two thousand yuan. The speaker downplays the amount; it
may still be expensive for the listener.

e The amount is not made smaller by the particle. Check a price against your budget
instead of treating “only” as evidence of affordability.

B Test a changed amount
o A report says RRETHAPME. — [ waited only four minutes. A friend’s
deadline was three minutes.

o Four minutes is longer than that deadline even if the speaker downplays it. The
stated number and the speaker’s attitude are different information.

B Limit the claim, then check the facts

o Find the limited action, amount or role before paraphrasing [fii .. Two pages, four
minutes and giving advice limit different things.

o A speaker can minimise an event. The listener’s feelings, the importance of the
event and the accuracy of the account still need their own evidence.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A joke still has a listener. Decide what the speaker wanted

to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in

Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with

the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & H 2B E .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e B TJCME. - Only two thousand yuan. The speaker downplays the amount;
it may still be expensive for the listener.

e The amount is not made smaller by the particle. Check a price against your
budget instead of treating “only” as evidence of affordability.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ (a formal #8)

B A notice requests a closed door
o A written notice says R J* . — Please close the door. 4 introduces |7, the
thing acted on, before 5 I, the action and result.

o This is a request to change the door’s state. Reading it does not establish that
anyone has already closed the door.

B Name the object, then what happens to it
o This pattern is subject + ¥ + object + verb phrase. In a request beginning
1#, the person asked to act may be understood rather than named.

o 1HRFI ]3¢ I has the same object-and-action structure as i8] ] % _I+. K is common
in formal written instructions.

WHRIIXR L.
qing jiang mén guan shang
Word guide: iF — please; K — (f£); '] — door; & I+ — close.

B Read the requested result

o EBRHHAERE. — Please put the document on the table. ({4 is the object;
e S | tells where it should end up.

o Changing 5 I to 1 B changes the requested destination. Naming the object alone
does not give a complete instruction.
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Read 4% in its sentence

BRIX L,
1& — ] (object) = X _E (requested action / result)
SWFHT,

Y (subject) = 4G %517 (future event)

X LET,
"] (subject) = # X £ T (passive event report)

An instruction is different from evidence of completion.

B The same character has another job

o &PE4T. — The meeting will be held. Here ¥ signals a future event, with no
introduced object between }f and 2547.

o [JHER ET . reports that the door was closed. #f gives a passive report; it is not
the instruction’s *f object marker.

B Follow the object in a new instruction
o BRIECHMEE. — Please delete the old file. |H {4 is the target; the instruction

does not request deleting every file.

o BAERHEMBEE. — Please do not delete the old file. ANZE changes the request

while ¥f still introduces its object.

B Read the sentence around ¥

o In ¥k I, locate the object [7] and the requested result & _F. In &1U0R2
47, read ¥ with the event that follows.

o Decide the word’s role from its sentence. A future time mentioned elsewhere does
not automatically turn every ¥f into a future marker.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A notice requests a closed door. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: iR ] % F.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

SPEEFT. — The meeting will be held. Here ¥ signals a future event, with
no introduced object between $f and %547

(T8 X ET. reports that the door was closed. #f gives a passive report; it is
not the instruction’s f object marker.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



