Prepositions
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

HAM (ever since)

B A report needs a starting event

« A student moved here in March. In an April conversation, they say HM¥EXJL,
BABIFL. — Since coming here, I have been happy.

o The arrival is earlier than the report. The sentence connects a later state to that
starting event; it does not describe a route from a place.

B Introduce the earlier starting point

o Use HM + earlier time / event, later situation. H M #ixX JL supplies the
starting event; IR JT[> gives the later state.

- BM=H#Mk, BETEPBIE=IK. — Since moving here in March, I have visited

the library three times. Repeated events also fit.
HMARXIL, BBIFL.
2t cong ldi zher wo hén kai zin
Word guide: H M — ever since; % — come; iX Jl, — here; F& — I; f§ — very; JF.0» —
happy.

B Keep the report’s endpoint
o The April report counts three visits between the March move and that conversation.
It does not mean three visits every day.
o A copy of that April report read in June is still an April report. Do not silently
add two more months or claim three is the June total.
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Keep the report’s endpoint

March: moved here

Starting event

April: reported three library visits

Count belongs to the March—April interval

June: someone reads the old report

Reading date does not update the original total

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Compare time, place and a future plan
o MBAERFFNG, REFER B3, starts a future plan. MZERSGEB)ZEN. starts a
route at the school. Use plain M in these examples.

o HA highlights an earlier time or event leading into a later situation. It cannot
replace M in every route or future-start expression.

B A sequence is not proof of cause
o BMBT RN, BEBBIFEREL T . reports clearer vision after changing seats. Tt
connects the observations in time.

e To claim the seat was the only cause, we would need more evidence. H M alone
does not rule out a new pair of glasses or another change.

B Read the start, report and later situation

o Find the earlier starting point, then the situation or events reported after it. Re-
peated visits need their own count and endpoint.

o Keep HAM distinct from a place route and a future plan. A time connection does
not automatically prove an exclusive cause.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A report needs a starting event. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HMEiX L, BRI

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MBARFFHE, BREFRER L2, starts a future plan. MEEREB]EY,, starts

a route at the school. Use plain M in these examples.

o HAM highlights an earlier time or event leading into a later situation. It cannot
replace M in every route or future-start expression.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

>4 + Person (for someone’s sake)

B Work for the people using the service
e A community team helps residents. BATHKERKS. — We serve everyone. FA]
names the workers; K% names the people served.

o The sentence states whom the service is for. It does not prove every resident used
it or was satisfied.

B Place the person before the action

o In this pattern, use subject + 3§ + person + action. “} is read wei: “H K
55, MAR R HES M — prepare dinner for a friend.

e The friend receives the intended benefit. The cook and the friend are different
roles; do not swap them when translating.

BATARE RS -

wo men weéi da jia fi wu

Word guide: {7 — we; i — for; KF — everyone; 55 — serve.
B For someone can have different jobs

o BIRE X, — I am happy for you. Your situation is the reason for my happiness;
this is not a service delivered to you.

o BNHKHERMI. names the friend for whom dinner is prepared. Read A with

its surrounding action rather than assigning one role everywhere.
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For someone can have different jobs

HATAKRKRS
FA]: workers | KZR: people served

?‘ij{/.]‘l_.l/\o

{iR: person whose situation prompts happiness

ATERE, BB THK,

B REl: goal | 243t ¥X: action toward it

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Compare a person with an explicit goal

o NTEERH, TATHIE. — To arrive earlier, I took the metro. 4T introduces

the goal of arriving earlier.

(13

e & and /T can overlap in purpose meanings. “ “A always means a person; A |
always means a non-person goal” is too rigid; learn each complete construction.

B Purpose does not guarantee success
o The cook says TNIIABEEZ TR, BHAEFR. Dinner was prepared for the
friend, but the friend did not come.

o The stated purpose remains even when the intended recipient does not eat. “Aff
/% does not prove a successful delivery or a return favour.

B Jdentify who acts and why
o In N RFEM S, locate the workers, the people served and the action. In JHARE 2%,
locate whose situation prompts the happiness.

 For an explicit goal, read the whole A J" phrase. Do not turn a purpose or intended
benefit into a guaranteed outcome.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Work for the people using the service. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AT HRKFEIRS -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o« NTERES, BWBTHEL. — To arrive earlier, I took the metro. 77 introduces

the goal of arriving earlier.

e "N and SN can overlap in purpose meanings. “ >4 always means a person; A |
always means a non-person goal” is too rigid; learn each complete construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X%t ... ig (as far as ... is concerned)

B The same task can feel different
o Beginners find an assignment hard; experienced users find it easy. ¥ FME, X

BME, - For beginners, this is difficult.

o The sentence takes the beginners’ perspective. It does not say experts must share
that experience.

B Name whose perspective comes first

o Use X} + person / group + &, comment. X M5 makes the following
importance judgement personal.

o XFEKPEL, XMEE. is a common alternative. Keep the named viewpoint when

paraphrasing instead of turning it into “important for everyone”.
MNERME, XREE.
dut wo ér ydn zhé hén zhong yao
Word guide: X — for; I — me; 1 & — as for; iX — this; 8 — very; FZE — important.

B Different viewpoints can coexist

- NFFWME, XBE; NBEWATNE, XBAEH. The two comments concern

the same task and different groups.

o The difference need not be a contradiction. Skill and experience can change a
judgement of difficulty.
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Different viewpoints can coexist

WHFEMS , XRME,

Beginners’ viewpoint: difficult

WRAGHAMNS , X1REZ,

Experienced users’ viewpoint: easy

WERME , XREE.

My judgement; not a universal agreement report

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Perspective is not a quoted speech report

o NEAME, XMEHMAH M. evaluates the arrangement for students. It does

not say every student has personally spoken or agreed.

o SEWXNEHMB . explicitly reports what students said. A viewpoint phrase

and a speech report provide different information.

B Keep a changed group in the answer

« A school starts lessons earlier. ¥HEEHTRIZEET S, XA FE. refers to students
living far away.

e Do not infer that nearby students find it equally inconvenient. The new group
limits this comment even if both groups attend the same school.

B Keep the viewpoint with the judgement

o Identify the person or group after %}, then the comment. Preserve both in your
English paraphrase.

« A viewpoint is not evidence of universal agreement or a direct quotation. Check a
second group separately.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The same task can feel different. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XIH M5, XM,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

YRS, XPMEHMR A, evaluates the arrangement for students. It does

not say every student has personally spoken or agreed.

YHERXNEZHMW . explicitly reports what students said. A viewpoint
phrase and a speech report provide different information.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

... £ (including)

B Reserve five seats, not six

o A group organiser says WIFEREN, —HFA A, - Including me, there are five
people in all. The organiser is already one of the five.

» Reserve five seats if each person needs one. Adding the organiser again would count
the same person twice.

B Put the included member before £
o Use f@#5 + member / items + FEP, whole set: fFEFRLEN. 7E N places the
named member inside the stated set.

o The original sentence’s total is five. The remaining people number four, because
five includes the speaker.

BIFEREN, —HAA

bao kuo wo zai néi yi gong wi ge rén

Word guide: 3% — including; F — me; ¥EN — included; —3t — in total; fi. — five; 4~
A — people.

B Compare included and additional members

o ARFEREN, —HFAAN AN, gives five total. TR, BHE A A. in this stated

counting contrast gives five others plus me: six total.

e Do not carry the second total into the first sentence. Look at whether the five
already includes the speaker.
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Count the speaker once

BEHREAR, —HANA

me other other other other

5 total

BT, 28RN A, 6 total

ERR O ORRORRORNE)

me other other other other other

Inside five: 1 + 4. Five others plus me: 1 + 5.

B Inclusion also works without a count
. HAFERREN, BRERFB. — Open every day, including weekends. The claim
includes weekend days.

o It does not state the opening hours or the ticket price. Membership in the open-day
set is different from those details.

B Change the included group
o BIEBNEIPERN, —HENAANAN. — Including two teachers, there are eight people
in all. The teachers occupy two of the eight places.

e There are six other people in this situation, not eight others plus two teachers.
Recalculate from the new total and included number.

B Count each included person once

o For five including me, subtract one to find four others. For eight including two
teachers, subtract two to find six others.

o For a non-numerical set, identify what is included without inventing a count, sched-
ule or price.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Reserve five seats, not six. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: W3EFHLEN, —IHLFAA A,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WIERERERN, BREFFH. — Open every day, including weekends. The claim

includes weekend days.

o It does not state the opening hours or the ticket price. Membership in the open-
day set is different from those details.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

£ (on the basis of / by)

B A ticket is an entry credential
o A fictional venue notice says FEEEAYj., — Admission by ticket. Visitors are asked
to show a ticket as the basis for entry.

o The phrase does not name the price, performance time or whether the ticket must
be for today. Read any additional rules too.

B Name the basis before the action
o Use 5 + credential / resource / basis + action. £ZE A3j names a ticket;
LI H| W names experience used to make a judgement.

o In the original #£%% 7, {3 T, the speaker credits effort in an actual success.
This is not a promise that every attempt succeeds.

EFH, WRIT .

ping nu i ta chéng gong le
Word guide: £ — by; % Jj — effort; fit — he; i3 — succeed.

B Keep extra conditions visible

o The full notice says T4 KXAEREAS. — Enter with a ticket valid for that day.
An expired ticket does not meet this stated rule.

o %% introduces the basis, while 4 K7 % narrows which ticket counts. “I have a
ticket” alone is not enough to evaluate this full notice.
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Keep extra conditions visible

REEANT,

Ticket: stated basis for admission

RERBUEA.

Today-valid ticket: a narrower stated requirement

T4 FIRR,

Experience: a basis, not proof of a measured check

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Asking for grounds can be a challenge
« In an argument, FRFEAHAHRE? — On what grounds do you decide? — challenges
someone’s basis or authority.

e It is not a thank-you. A phrase about grounds can be neutral or challenging in
context; this argument supplies the challenging reading.

B A basis can still be weak
. BAL, X e EE/B. reports a judgement based on experience. It
does not establish that the machine passed a measured safety check.

o Ask what evidence was actually used. The presence of £ names a basis without
proving that basis is sufficient or the conclusion is correct.

B Read the basis and its limits

o Locate the ticket, experience or effort introduced by £, then the action or judge-
ment it supports.

o Additional requirements and evidence quality still matter. A named basis does not
guarantee access, universal success or a correct conclusion.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A ticket is an entry credential. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ A 17,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In an argument, FREATAPE? — On what grounds do you decide? — challenges
someone’s basis or authority.

o It is not a thank-you. A phrase about grounds can be neutral or challenging in
context; this argument supplies the challenging reading.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

£F (as for / when it comes to)

B Price is raised but left unresolved
« A buyer and seller finish discussing quality. Z2F#4&, PABGHE M. — As for the
price, we will discuss it later.

o & T raises price as a separate issue. DAJ5H-UL postpones it; no price is agreed in
this sentence.

B Add a comment to the named topic

e Use Z2F + topic, comment. £ FH#% names the issue, and DAJ5 -t tells
what the speaker proposes to do about it.

o BT REMEIE, BARMIA. — As for delivery time, confirm it tomorrow. This

postpones confirmation, not necessarily delivery itself.
EZTMHE, WEE.
zhi yiu jia gé yi hou zai shuo
Word guide: £F — as for; #1#% — price; PG — later; - — again; 3t — discuss.
B Different issues can have different states

o Quality may be accepted while price remains unresolved. Delivery time may still
need tomorrow’s confirmation.

o Changing to a topic is not the same as settling it. Read the comment after that
topic before deciding what is known.
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Different issues can have different states

Quality: already discussed

A comment on one issue

EZTHN1E , aBii.

Price: discussion postponed

ETFix53R(8] , BARHIA,

Delivery time: confirmation tomorrow; date unstated

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Keep other uses separate
o BT, BRITIBEHE . leaves the price undecided. RAEFXAHM, suggests
it should not be so expensive.

o The second construction does not introduce price as a fresh discussion topic. Learn
ANETF as its own expression instead of translating every £7F as “as for”.

B Transfer to who will do the work
e ETHWRMNFT, BRIBEIE. — As for who will be responsible, we have not
decided yet.

o The responsibility question is now on the agenda, but no person is named as the
chosen organiser. Topic selection is not person selection.

B Separate the issue from the decision

o Name the issue after £, then read its actual comment: postponed, undecided
or confirmed.

e Do not infer a price, delivery date or responsible person from a topic phrase alone.
Keep A~ £ 7F separate from the topic-changing use.

HSK 5 « 8 Prepositions @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Price is raised but left unresolved. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T M#%, PAJGFUL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ETHHE, BATEEYLE . leaves the price undecided. REFX AR, suggests
it should not be so expensive.

e The second construction does not introduce price as a fresh discussion topic.
Learn /N £ as its own expression instead of translating every £F as “as for”.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#5 (colloquial passive)

B The cup is affected, not the doer
« You find a broken cup and report FFFEITW T . — The cup got broken. The
sentence uses colloquial passive 5.

o HFF is what was broken. The sentence names no doer; it does not identify who
broke it or whether it was intentional.

B Read the affected thing before %

o In this passive pattern, use affected thing + % + (doer) + action / result.
MTZ5FT1% T leaves the doer out.

o HFL/MEFTHET . names Xiao Li as the doer. The cup still receives the effect
of FTHX.

WTFHITHT .

bei zi géi dd po le

Word guide: #fF — cup; 45 — (passive); FTH — break.

B Follow the action across three forms
o INEITHETHFF. names Xiao Li as the doer first. FRFH/PEFTH T . names
the affected cup first.

o MMFAFTHET . preserves the broken-cup report without naming Xiao Li. Remov-
ing a name removes information, not the breaking event.
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Follow the action across three forms

INEFTHR T M F

Doer /\Z — breaking — affected cup

MFLNFITHR T,

Affected cup = £3 — named doer /J\Z — breaking

MFLITE T,

Affected cup = £ — breaking; doer unnamed

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B %% can give rather than mark a passive
o RABMW—APEF. — I give him a cup. F gives, fil receives, and —HF T is the
item transferred.

o Compare this with #AF254TH8; 7. Giving a cup and reporting a broken cup are
different actions; 25 alone does not identify the sentence’s role.

B Do not invent the unnamed doer

e [ ET. — The door got closed. No doer is named in this report.

o It does not prove the speaker closed it, or that someone closed it deliberately. Add
those details only when the context supplies them.

B Locate the affected object and the doer

o In this passive use, find what was affected and whether a doer is explicitly named.
A missing doer remains unknown from the sentence.

o Compare complete constructions: #; can also transfer an item or introduce a re-
cipient. Keep the action and result in the interpretation.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The cup is affected, not the doer. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: #1250 T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o BRLGM—AHRTF. —1give him a cup. F gives, fill receives, and —HFT- is the
item transferred.

o Compare this with #AF2FT% 7. Giving a cup and reporting a broken cup are
different actions; %} alone does not identify the sentence’s role.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B ... K (as far as ... goes)

B An affordable price is one aspect
« A buyer has checked the price but not tested the item. FRHFERDE, AR. — As
far as the price goes, it is not expensive.

e The evaluation concerns price. Quality, durability and whether the item meets the
buyer’s need remain separate questions.

B Frame an aspect before its comment
« Use Bt + aspect + 3¥{i, comment. 5{#% 315 selects price as the angle for

R

« MEERD, BREKRAE. — As far as quality goes, it still needs checking. A
different aspect needs its own evidence.

BROHERB, AHt.

jiu gia gé ldi shuo bu gui

Word guide: #t — as for; {i#% — price; i — speaking of; A~ — not; 5t — expensive.

B Split an overall choice into aspects

o Price: not expensive. Quality: not yet tested. Delivery: takes a week. These three
comments can all be true of the same item.

o A favourable price does not cancel the unknown quality or the wait. Combine the
relevant facts before deciding whether to buy.
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Split an overall choice into aspects

FMNIEEIR , Aot

Price: not expensive

MRERN , TEENE,

Quality: needs checking

WEMS , TEKNZS,

Personal budget: may still be too expensive

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Contrast an aspect with a person

o BAMHEKVE, A, frames the price aspect. }EMT, BRAKH. frames my

judgement given my situation.
e Those comments need not conflict: a price can compare well with similar goods
and still exceed a person’s budget. The reference for the judgement matters.

B The other B needs its own context

o RIZFEMRBLE. — 1 will leave after finishing the meal. Here ¥ connects events; it
does not frame the meal’s price or quality.

o In FUMAS VL, read Ft with 47 #5%% 1. Do not assign “immediately” to this scope
phrase just because another use of ¥ can concern timing.

B Keep the comment within its angle

o Identify the aspect after 4, then its particular evaluation. Check price, quality
and delivery separately.

o A favourable comment on one angle does not prove an overall recommendation,
everyone’s agreement or a rapid sequence of events.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: An affordable price is one aspect. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: KL, S5,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BRI, AH. frames the price aspect. MRME, B A, frames my
judgement given my situation.

o Those comments need not conflict: a price can compare well with similar goods
and still exceed a person’s budget. The reference for the judgement matters.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# (while / taking advantage of)

B Eat during the useful window
e A meal is ready and still pleasantly hot. #IHIZIE, - Eat it while it is hot. The
speaker recommends using that favourable state.

o This is a suggestion, not a report that eating already happened. The state may
not last, which makes the timing useful.

B Put the opportunity before the action
« Use # + available time / situation + action. ##Z uses the hot state; #
AR 4R 4T uses the lunch break for a bank visit.

e The phrase names an opportunity for the action. It is more specific than merely
saying two events happened at the same time.

ERIZIE .

chén ré chi ba
Word guide: # — while; # — hot; IZ, — eat.

B Follow the available window

o A student has a lunch break from 12:00 to 12:30 and plans a twenty-minute task.
EK ... connects the task with that available break.

o Starting at 12:20 would finish at 12:40: outside the stated break. # does not make
the task shorter or guarantee that it fits.
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Follow the available window

FEIRRZIE,

Use the hot state: a suggestion to eat

Break: 12:00-12:30; task starts 12:20

Twenty-minute task finishes at 12:40

MIFHIAE | FAEZLE,

Neutral timing: location when rain stopped

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Compare opportunity with neutral timing

e BNET, M ZE . uses a pause in the rain as an opportunity to go home. The
action is recommended during that window.

o TEMIBME, RAIEZEYRS. only locates us at the station when the rain stopped.

It does not itself say we used that moment for an action.

B A lost opportunity changes the advice

e The food has already cooled. Do not describe that present state as # just to reuse
EHNZIE . The original hot window has ended.

e One might reheat the food and make a new suggestion. The original sentence alone
does not report reheating or show that it will happen.

B Check the window before using the advice

o Identify the available situation and the proposed action. Check the actual state,
timing and practical duration.

& recommends or describes using an opportunity. It does not prove that the action
happened, succeeded or fits an invented deadline.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Eat during the useful window. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: #Z#ZIE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BWET, #HRMZE. uses a pause in the rain as an opportunity to go home.
The action is recommended during that window.

o TERIEME, BRATEZEYR . only locates us at the station when the rain stopped.

It does not itself say we used that moment for an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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