Sentence patterns — quantity & scope
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

#E ... & ... A / ¥ (not even)

B A missing basic action is striking

e Someone is so occupied that they are not eating even meals.

o MMERHIANZ ., — i makes the absence of eating a striking case.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # ... # ... & / B (not even). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRI .

ta lidn fan dou bu chi

Word guide: ftfi — he; % — even; 1k — food; # — even; A — not; IZ — eat.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, MFERERAZ . : 1% makes the absence of eating a striking
case.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The expectation comes from context.
o The sentence does not necessarily assert an absolute absence of every other activity.

B Use the distinction

o % makes the absence of eating a striking case.

¢ The expectation comes from context. The sentence does not necessarily assert an
absolute absence of every other activity.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is so occupied that they are not eating even meals. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {BiEIREANZ .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The expectation comes from context.

¢ The sentence does not necessarily assert an absolute absence of every other ac-
tivity.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4 ... M ... (for the sake of)

B A purpose can remain unachieved

e A team works hard in pursuit of a dream.
o MMM ASF. — The dream is the motivation for the effort.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 28 ... Tfij ... (for the sake of). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B AR

ta men wéi méng xidng ér fen dou

Word guide: flifi] — they; & — for; 248 — dream; 1fif — (for); Ay} — strive.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, T HBEMAT}. : The dream is the motivation for
the effort.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e i is read wei in this purpose frame.
o Naming the goal does not mean the team has already achieved it.



B Use the distinction
e The dream is the motivation for the effort.

o °fyis read wei in this purpose frame. Naming the goal does not mean the team has
already achieved it.

B Try it with help closed

A team works hard in pursuit of a dream. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i1 A4 473}
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o °fy is read wei in this purpose frame.

o Naming the goal does not mean the team has already achieved it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

£/ + Noun + # / # (any)

B Any refers to the relevant domain

e A teacher invites questions about the lesson.

o R EAR AT DAL

situation.

— The invitation covers any question within the relevant

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is {£4f + Noun + #B / # (any). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A AT T AR AT DA -
rén hé wen ti dou ké yi wén
Word guide: {£fi] — any; [A]#l — question; & — all; A]PA — can; [] — ask.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, /&4 FEHERRI PAE . : The invitation covers any question
within the relevant situation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o %R is common in this all-cases frame.
o ] does not require #f or H in every construction, as in ¥4 {F-4n] 7] 1.

B Use the distinction
o The invitation covers any question within the relevant situation.

e #P is common in this all-cases frame. F{i] does not require #f or t in every
construction, as in J&A 1% fr] o] 5.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher invites questions about the lesson. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: -] 1] GEL AT DA .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o #f is common in this all-cases frame.

o fF{i] does not require B or tH in every construction, as in A {F{n] 7] 50.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

% ... # / X ... (both ... and ...)

B Two qualities need not share an emotional value

e An item is expensive but useful, and both qualities are acknowledged.

o ENMKRBBEHRIFH. — WL .. X ... combines the cost and usefulness as coexisting

qualities.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is B ... #, / X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XANSRBEEE Iz .

zhé ge cai ji pidn yi you hdo chi

Word guide: iX - this; 4> — (measure word); 3% — dish; Bf — both; ffi'H. — cheap; X —
and; {17 — tasty.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, IEARIGEER LIFH . : BE .. X .. combines the cost and
usefulness as coexisting qualities.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit.
o The construction does not force two positive or two negative judgments.

B Use the distinction
o Pt .. X .. combines the cost and usefulness as coexisting qualities.

¢ One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit. The construction does not
force two positive or two negative judgments.

B Try it with help closed

An item is expensive but useful, and both qualities are acknowledged. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: X% 745t - .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

¢ One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit.

o The construction does not force two positive or two negative judgments.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Place + k. / F / B / %31 (location)

B Place the relation after its reference object

« A book rests on a table.

o FEHETE., — L follows 5T to describe the book’s location relative to it.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £ + Place + F / F / B / 83 (location).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PERT L.

shu zai zhuo zi shang

Word guide: 45 — book; fF — is; J£f — table; I~ — on.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FERF . : [ follows 3T to describe the book’s
location relative to it.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JERF and FEALH describe different relations.

o Not every location needs an extra position word: 7EJLHT is already a place expres-
sion.

B Use the distinction

o | follows 5T to describe the book’s location relative to it.

o TERF and fEfIH describe different relations. Not every location needs an extra
position word: 7EJt T is already a place expression.

B Try it with help closed
A book rests on a table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F7EHE T 1.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o JEFRF and FEELH describe different relations.

o Not every location needs an extra position word: FEJLEL is already a place
expression.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



