Verb phrases
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

7 / 3 H. (combining verbs: and)

B Join related actions

¢ A group discusses a proposal and reaches a decision.

o KRFEIWHBET . — I joins the discussing and deciding actions.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 3 / 3 H (combining verbs: and). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REWRHRET .
da jia tdo lun bing jué ding le
Word guide: K Z — everyone; 1718 — discuss; 3f — and; #5E — decide.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, KZFIEHBET . : I joins the discussing and deciding
actions.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e # normally joins simple nouns, while 3 or 3 H. often joins actions and clauses.
e FAN uses H differently to strengthen a negative.

B Use the distinction

« Jf joins the discussing and deciding actions.

o fil normally joins simple nouns, while 3f or 3 H. often joins actions and clauses.
H-AS uses If differently to strengthen a negative.

B Try it with help closed

A group discusses a proposal and reaches a decision. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: KEHHSIHHE T .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fll normally joins simple nouns, while 3 or 3f H. often joins actions and clauses.
o AN uses I differently to strengthen a negative.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B 4+ Verb (do less)

B Reduce an action rather than eliminate it

e A conversation is disrupting work, so you ask for less talking.
o /FE. — The request is to reduce talking.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 2> + Verb (do less). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

DNz MR o

shao chi didn you ni de

Word guide: /b — less; Iz — eat; 5 — a bit; Jiifi — greasy.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, ZEFE. : The request is to reduce talking.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action.
o It does not necessarily mean complete silence.



B Use the distinction

e The request is to reduce talking.
o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action. It does
not necessarily mean complete silence.

B Try it with help closed

A conversation is disrupting work, so you ask for less talking. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: DyJiif.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action.

o It does not necessarily mean complete silence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

% + Verb (do more)

B Increase practice without naming an amount
o A teacher asks a learner to practise more.
o Z%:>3., — £ calls for a greater amount of practice.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 2 + Verb (do more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

EgEK.

duo he shui
Word guide: £ — more; Mg — drink; 7K — water.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, Z%:>]. : £ calls for a greater amount of practice.
¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The comparison is against the current or expected amount.
o It does not prescribe an exact number or unlimited practice.

B Use the distinction

o % calls for a greater amount of practice.

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount. It does not prescribe
an exact number or unlimited practice.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher asks a learner to practise more. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: £ %:>] .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount.

e It does not prescribe an exact number or unlimited practice.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

H + Person + Verb (done by)

B Assign responsibility without claiming completion

e A plan assigns you responsibility for a task.
o XMHBEHBMIT. — M names the speaker as responsible for the task.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ff + Person + Verb (done by). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XGEHRAFR

zhé jian shi you wo fu zé

Word guide: jX - this; {f — (measure word); Z — matter; g — by; F& — me; 5% — be
in charge.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XHFHIFMAFK. : 1 names the speaker as responsible
for the task.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The assignment does not report that the task is finished.
« i also has source-related uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

B Use the distinction
o names the speaker as responsible for the task.

o The assignment does not report that the task is finished. fy also has source-related
uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

B Try it with help closed

A plan assigns you responsibility for a task. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X{4:5 77

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The assignment does not report that the task is finished.

i also has source-related uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FH. (moreover / and also)
B Add a quality that supports the point

¢ You describe someone as intelligent and hard-working.

o fEEBH, FHMWES. — I H adds the second quality to the first.

B Build the form
o« The pattern in this lesson is 3 H. (moreover / and also). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BB, HFERFEH.

ta cong ming bing qié hen nu [

Word guide: i — he; BB — smart; 3 H. — moreover; f§ — very; %% J; — hard-working.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, fBEEBH, I HMBEE S, : I H adds the second quality to
the first.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here.

o Addition does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is
stronger.

B Use the distinction

o FfH adds the second quality to the first.

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here. Addition
does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is stronger.

B Try it with help closed

You describe someone as intelligent and hard-working. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: &R, I HRS /7.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here.

« Addition does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is
stronger.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

M¥E + K / & (never)

B Deny a past experience

e You have never visited the place being discussed.
o BMREZET. — The sentence denies a visit within the relevant past.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is M\F + A / B (never). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BMREEM
wo cong ldi méi qu guo

Word guide: & — I; M3 — never; 3% — haven’t; Z:3F — been.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, M HEEFET. : The sentence denies a visit within the
relevant past.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MFAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour.

o Affirmative M AL is also possible, so negatives are common rather than com-
pulsory everywhere.

B Use the distinction

e The sentence denies a visit within the relevant past.

o MFAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour. Affirmative M 0t
is also possible, so negatives are common rather than compulsory everywhere.

B Try it with help closed

You have never visited the place being discussed. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: M % it
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M3EAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour.

o Affirmative M ANt is also possible, so negatives are common rather than
compulsory everywhere.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

{Eif§ + Verb (worth doing)

B Evaluate an action before doing it

e A friend recommends a place for a visit.

o XAHIHES—Z. — The speaker judges visiting it worthwhile.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is {48 + Verb (worth doing). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA ER—%
zhé ge di fang zhi dé yi qu
Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); #i /7 — place; {f§ — worth; — — once;

% — go.
B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, ﬁ/l\fﬁ!jj‘ﬁﬁ—‘—f‘u :

worthwhile.

The speaker judges visiting it

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o — gives a compact action phrase here.
o Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence that the visit already occurred.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker judges visiting it worthwhile.

o —3 gives a compact action phrase here. Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence
that the visit already occurred.



B Try it with help closed

A friend recommends a place for a visit. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: XM {EHAA—Z.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e —3k gives a compact action phrase here.

o Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence that the visit already occurred.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3| + Time / Event (until)

B An endpoint differs from an elapsed duration

¢ You describe working up to a late time.

o BAMTT/EBIMME. — F| introduces the endpoint reached by the work.

B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3] + Time / Event (until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RO TR

wo men gong zuo dao hen wdn

Word guide: {7 — we; TAE — work; #| — until; /& — very; i — late.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, I LTIEBIMBM . : F| introduces the endpoint reached
by the work.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o TAET =4/t instead measures duration.
e An endpoint does not necessarily imply that no work resumed after a break.

B Use the distinction
% introduces the endpoint reached by the work.

o THET =/4/INi} instead measures duration. An endpoint does not necessarily
imply that no work resumed after a break.

B Try it with help closed

You describe working up to a late time. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: AT TAEE| RN .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o TAET =A/PH} instead measures duration.

e An endpoint does not necessarily imply that no work resumed after a break.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

218 (cause sb to suffer)

B Blame need not imply intention

o Noise prevented you from sleeping well.
o WiHEEBRBET. — =15 presents the noise as causing an unwelcome result.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is %48 (cause sb to suffer). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

wh i EAARB LT
chao nao hat de wo méi shut hdo
Word guide: Whi] — the noise; FEf4 — made; F& — me; % — not; BEL — sleep well.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, MM EEFREMELF. : =15 presents the noise as causing
an unwelcome result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as 53k
BEASANE can be affectionate.

e The cause need not have intended harm.

B Use the distinction

o 45 presents the noise as causing an unwelcome result.
o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as 53k
BEASANE can be affectionate. The cause need not have intended harm.

B Try it with help closed

Noise prevented you from sleeping well. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Wh|ii] 2153 5 HEL- .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as =45
FREA A can be affectionate.

e The cause need not have intended harm.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Separable verbs (B&1d])

B Open the separable verb

« Two friends met once.

o MW T —M. — T and — appear between the two parts of Il [.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Separable verbs (By&ri]). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BAIRT—H.

wo men jian le yi mian

Word guide: A1 — we; W, — meet; — — one; [ — (time).

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BT —H. : T and — appear between the two parts
of L.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e Learn the established separable combinations individually.

« Not every two-character verb can be split, and F{T-F& is not the ordinary way to
say help me.

B Use the distinction

e T and — appear between the two parts of I 1.
¢ Learn the established separable combinations individually. Not every two-character
verb can be split, and #HT:F is not the ordinary way to say help me.

B Try it with help closed

Two friends met once. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AU 7 —H .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Learn the established separable combinations individually.

o Not every two-character verb can be split, and #${1-F% is not the ordinary way
to say help me.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

VEV EF#R] ... T (while ...-ing, suddenly)

B An ongoing action changes into another state

e Someone starts crying in the middle of speaking.

o fEREBEREBRET . — The speech provides the ongoing background for the onset
of crying.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is V 3§ V FBR ... T (while ...-ing, suddenly). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



fEBEERE R T
ta shuo zhe shuo zhe jiu ku le
Word guide: i — he; 3 — talk; & — (ing); ¥ — talk; & — (ing); #t — then; 2 — cry.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, fBEPEE BB RRIL T . : The speech provides the ongoing
background for the onset of crying.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

» ¥ is read zhe in the repeated action.

e The pattern marks a development during the activity rather than two separately
scheduled steps.

B Use the distinction

e The speech provides the ongoing background for the onset of crying.

o # isread zhe in the repeated action. The pattern marks a development during the
activity rather than two separately scheduled steps.

B Try it with help closed

Someone starts crying in the middle of speaking. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: it ELEIN R T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¥ is read zhe in the repeated action.

e The pattern marks a development during the activity rather than two separately
scheduled steps.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




