Adverbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A% (almost / about the same)

B Approximate rather than identify exactly

o Two boxes look similar in size, without a precise measurement.

o XPINEARL. — The speaker judges the two as about the same.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Z/AR% (almost / about the same). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RREIZAZT .
shi jian cha bu duo le
Word guide: H}[A] — time; 2242 — almost.

B Read examples in context

RXHNERE

zhe liang ge cha bu duo
Word guide: X — these; P — two; > — (measure word); ZZAZ — about the same.

o In the opening example, XPAEARZL . : The speaker judges the two as about
the same.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o £ A% allows a small difference.
o It does not assert exact equality or supply a numerical tolerance.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker judges the two as about the same.

o £ A% allows a small difference. It does not assert exact equality or supply a
numerical tolerance.
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B Try it with help closed

Two boxes look similar in size, without a precise measurement. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X NERE .,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A% allows a small difference.

o It does not assert exact equality or supply a numerical tolerance.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Ek (it seems / in one’s view)

B An inference can still be wrong

o Dark clouds lead you to expect rain.

« BRETFMT. — A3k marks the rain prediction as an inference.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is FH¥ (it seems / in one’s view). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BERETWT .
kan ldi yao xia yu le

Word guide: FH3¥ — it seems; F — going to; Y — rain.

B Read examples in context

TERER, MR,

zat wo kan ldi ta shi dui de

Word guide: £ — in; & — my; &3 — view; fl — he; & — is; X} — right.

 In the opening example, ERE TR I . : &K marks the rain prediction as an
inference.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o The speaker has a basis for the judgment.
o The wording itself does not guarantee that rain will occur.

B Use the distinction

o 3K marks the rain prediction as an inference.

o The speaker has a basis for the judgment. The wording itself does not guarantee
that rain will occur.

B Try it with help closed

Dark clouds lead you to expect rain. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HX RN 1 »

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The speaker has a basis for the judgment.

e The wording itself does not guarantee that rain will occur.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

IEHF (just right / exactly)

B An exact amount need not be lucky

o The bill totals exactly one hundred yuan.
o« —IIEHF—F M, — IEfF states an exact match to the amount here.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is IE¥f (just right / exactly). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRFRAFIESF
ni ldi de zhéng hdo
Word guide: #R — you; & — come; 15 — (degree); IE4F — just right.

B Read examples in context

—REF—HR,
yi gong zheng hao yi bai kuai
Word guide: —3t — in total; 1E % — exactly; —T — one hundred; 3 — yuan.
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o In the opening example, —3LIEIF—HB, : 1FF states an exact match to the
amount here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o IE¥F can also mean timely or coincidental.
o A precise total does not automatically describe good luck.

B Use the distinction

o 1F#f states an exact match to the amount here.

e IE¥F can also mean timely or coincidental. A precise total does not automatically
describe good luck.

B Try it with help closed

The bill totals exactly one hundred yuan. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: —ILFEiHF—F b,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 1% can also mean timely or coincidental.

o A precise total does not automatically describe good luck.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

H#F (have no choice but to)

B Accept the remaining option

o Tickets are sold out, leaving you to return home.
o WA, HIFMZE. — The speaker accepts returning home as the available fallback.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is H3#F (have no choice but to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BAE, RFEZK.
méi you piao zhi hao hui jia
Word guide: 74 — there’s no; 2 — ticket; H ¥ — have to; [B]% — go home.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, ¥ H =, HIFEIZ ., : The speaker accepts returning home
as the available fallback.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o M4 highlights a constrained choice.
o NNEA may also fit a necessity context; the meanings are not mutually exclusive.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker accepts returning home as the available fallback.

o H#F highlights a constrained choice. A5 A may also fit a necessity context; the
meanings are not mutually exclusive.

B Try it with help closed

Tickets are sold out, leaving you to return home. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A2, Hif[H 5,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o HUF highlights a constrained choice.

o AEA may also fit a necessity context; the meanings are not mutually exclusive.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X + A / % (emphatic negation)

B Push back on an assumption

» Someone treats you as incapable of deciding for yourself.
o BRYAR/IPFE. — X reinforces the rejection of being treated as a child.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X + A / ¥ (emphatic negation). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RXAR/PE -
wo you bu shi xido hdi
Word guide: 3% — I; X — (emphatic); /AN — not; s& — am; /NZ — child.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XA R/PNFE. : X reinforces the rejection of being
treated as a child.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is the emphatic use of X.

o Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe repetition, so read the intended atti-
tude in context.

B Use the distinction

o X reinforces the rejection of being treated as a child.

o This is the emphatic use of . Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe rep-
etition, so read the intended attitude in context.

B Try it with help closed

Someone treats you as incapable of deciding for yourself. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: & X A2/ % .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
This is the emphatic use of ¥.

Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe repetition, so read the intended
attitude in context.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A] 4+ Adj (emphatic)

B Emphasise a firm refusal

o Friends ask you to join an outing, and you refuse firmly.
« ®AIAZEX. - 7] adds emphasis to the negative decision.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is H] + Adj (emphatic). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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SKRAET!
jin tian ké léng le
Word guide: 4K — today; 1] — really; ¥ — cold.
B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, A AZ. : 7] adds emphasis to the negative decision.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use differs from 7] as a short contrast connector.
o It does not add permission or ability to the sentence.

B Use the distinction

o A adds emphasis to the negative decision.

o This use differs from 1] as a short contrast connector. It does not add permission
or ability to the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

Friends ask you to join an outing, and you refuse firmly. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F¢1[ A2,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use differs from B] as a short contrast connector.

e It does not add permission or ability to the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JE3E (so it turns out / all along)

B New information explains what you missed

e You find a friend in a room after looking elsewhere.
o JFRARAEIXIL. — The speaker has just realised where the friend is.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is JA3 (so it turns out / all along). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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JFORARFEX Lo
yudn lai ni zai zher
Word guide: JFE3¥ — so it turns out; f& — you; £ — are; X JL. — here.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, JERHRIEX JL. : The speaker has just realised where the
friend is.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JE can also describe an earlier state, as in JE AT 7EixX H.
o Not every use is a sudden discovery.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker has just realised where the friend is.

e JE3K can also describe an earlier state, as in JE KA EFEX H. Not every use is a
sudden discovery.

B Try it with help closed

You find a friend in a room after looking elsewhere. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: J7E/R7EX L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Jfi3k can also describe an earlier state, as in JJRAE1FX H.

o Not every use is a sudden discovery.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Z = (almost / nearly)

B An almost-event has not quite occurred

e You arrive just before the bell after a hurried journey.
o RELIRF|. — The speaker came close to being late but avoided it here.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Z & (almost / nearly). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERBI.
wo cha didn chi dao
Word guide: & — I; 2245 — almost; IR %] — late.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, EXIRP|. : The speaker came close to being late but
avoided it here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o #:35 also works with desirable events, as in 22550 T .

AAMY

o Z % is sensitive to the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than
cancelling negatives mechanically.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker came close to being late but avoided it here.

o # )5 also works with desirable events, as in Z 55 1. Z= A% is sensitive to
the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than cancelling negatives
mechanically.

B Try it with help closed

You arrive just before the bell after a hurried journey. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: #7258,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o #15 also works with desirable events, as in 2= &5 1.

o #1574 is sensitive to the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than

cancelling negatives mechanically.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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ME + & / # (never)

B A habit differs from an experience

e You describe your normal punctual behaviour.
o BMFKAIRE|, — The speaker claims never being late within the relevant period.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is M3 + A / ¥ (never). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RARARE .
wo cong lar bu chi dao
Word guide: 3¢ — I; M — never; N — not; iR%| — be late.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, M FEARIRP]., : The speaker claims never being late
within the relevant period.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MKV F1d instead denies an experience.

o MK can also occur positively, as in MR AN, and need not describe an entire
lifetime literally.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker claims never being late within the relevant period.

o MWt instead denies an experience. M can also occur positively, as in M
SFnt, and need not describe an entire lifetime literally.
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B Try it with help closed

You describe your normal punctual behaviour. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FM FAIRE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MK 21T instead denies an experience.

e MK can also occur positively, as in M UMM, and need not describe an entire
lifetime literally.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R (as a result / in the end)

B Report the outcome of an earlier action

o A student did not revise and then received a poor result.

o fBEES, EREBME, - 45 introduces the outcome in the narrative.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £58 (as a result / in the end). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

&I, LRERMBE.

ta méi fu i jié gquo kdo de hén cha

Word guide: ftfi — he; % — didn’t; &> — revise; 458 — as a result; % — exam; 15 —
(degree); IR — very; 2= — badly.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, f¥&E M, FREBHBME. : 458 introduces the outcome

in the narrative.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o #zEH may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome.
o It does not by itself prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.
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B Use the distinction

o ZEH introduces the outcome in the narrative.

o Z5H may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome. It does not by itself
prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

B Try it with help closed

A student did not revise and then received a poor result. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {5 >, iR EZEFEE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ZzEHL may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome.

o It does not by itself prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#% (enough / sufficient)

B Enough requires a purpose

o A room fits everyone invited to a meeting.
o XAENEIEE K. — The room is sufficiently large for the relevant need.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # (enough / sufficient). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT .
shi jian gou le

Word guide: Bf[d] — time; % — enough.

B Read examples in context

XA BB K.

zhé ge fang jian gou da

Word guide: iX — this; /|~ — (measure word); J5[f] — room; % — enough; K — big.

o In the opening example, XA JFEEE K. : The room is sufficiently large for the
relevant need.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The requirement comes from context.

o %K does not mean the room is the largest available or large enough for every
possible group.

B Use the distinction

e The room is sufficiently large for the relevant need.

o The requirement comes from context. %K does not mean the room is the largest
available or large enough for every possible group.

B Try it with help closed

A room fits everyone invited to a meeting. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X4~ F[E1% K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement comes from context.

o %K does not mean the room is the largest available or large enough for every
possible group.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HEZ (even / to the point that)

B Choose the striking extra case

« Someone is so busy that even meals are difficult to fit in.

o MR, EEBBHEEAR. — % makes the lack of mealtime a striking additional

point.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FZ (even / to the point that). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

i, EZEBERENZR.

ta hén mdng shen zhi méi shi jian chi fan

Word guide: fifi — he; /& — very; |1 — busy; # & — even; % — don’t have; B[a] — time;
WA — eat.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BRI, HEEZ BB HEIZMW. : £ £ makes the lack of
mealtime a striking additional point.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The scale comes from the context.
o A striking example is not necessarily the mathematically greatest possible case.

B Use the distinction

o % makes the lack of mealtime a striking additional point.

o The scale comes from the context. A striking example is not necessarily the math-
ematically greatest possible case.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is so busy that even meals are difficult to fit in. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ffR4r:, # & &HHEIZIR.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The scale comes from the context.

o A striking example is not necessarily the mathematically greatest possible case.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

# & + Verb (had better)

B Settle on a preferred action

o After discussing options, a group decides leaving is better.
o BRITARRERE, — i£2 recommends leaving after weighing the options.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is & + Verb (had better). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AL RENE .

wo men hai shi zou ba

HSK 4 « 2 Adverbs



Word guide: FA] — we; i & — had better; & — go.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BATEREMR, : 42 recommends leaving after weighing
the options.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This is the recommendation use.
e iAJ2 can also join alternatives in a question or describe something continuing.

B Use the distinction

e ifJE recommends leaving after weighing the options.

o This is the recommendation use. #f4& can also join alternatives in a question or
describe something continuing.

B Try it with help closed

After discussing options, a group decides leaving is better. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: Ff iR &EMT.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This is the recommendation use.

o i/ can also join alternatives in a question or describe something continuing.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (had best / it’s best to)

B Advice takes its tone from context

o A friend recommends an early night before a busy day.
o WREIFE . — ¢l presents sleeping early as the preferred course.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is #3F (had best / it’s best to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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WRB ST R B
ni zul hdao zdo dian shui
Word guide: 4} — you; ¥ — had best; F./5 — earlier; i — sleep.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, R IFE L. : f I presents sleeping early as the
preferred course.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Tone can make flf friendly advice or a warning.

o It does not always imply a threat or rank as stronger than every if4& suggestion.

B Use the distinction

o gl presents sleeping early as the preferred course.

o Tone can make fx#f friendly advice or a warning. It does not always imply a threat
or rank as stronger than every if4& suggestion.

B Try it with help closed

A friend recommends an early night before a busy day. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {/R& 5.5 E .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Tone can make flf friendly advice or a warning.

o It does not always imply a threat or rank as stronger than every iA 42 suggestion.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

ABAR (have no choice but to)

B Explain the pressure behind necessity

o A last bus is departing, so you must leave now.
o BRABAFET . — The speaker presents leaving as compelled by the circumstances.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 484 (have no choice but to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.
e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RABAET .
wo bu dé bu zou le
Word guide: F — I; A5 A — have to; 5£ — leave.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BABAFE T .: The speaker presents leaving as compelled
by the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o A5 highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference.

o HF can overlap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an objec-
tively unique option.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents leaving as compelled by the circumstances.

o A5 highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference. H#F can over-
lap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an objectively unique
option.

B Try it with help closed

A last bus is departing, so you must leave now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAEANET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o AN highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference.

o H ¥ can overlap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an
objectively unique option.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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FJiE (on earth / after all)

B Ask for a settled answer

o Someone has repeatedly avoided saying whether they will attend.
o« HRIEFEAZET? — F|JiE presses for a definite answer to the attendance question.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is F|Ji§ (on earth / after all). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRRBEAET?

ni dao dv xiang qu bu qu

Word guide: #R — you; #|Ji§ — on earth; 8 — want; % — go; AN — not; & — go.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #RBJREARZE? : F|JI§ presses for a definite answer to the
attendance question.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification.
o ZF|Ji§ also has a statement use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.

B Use the distinction

o ZFI|JiX presses for a definite answer to the attendance question.

e This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification. #|JiE also has a statement
use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.
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B Try it with help closed

Someone has repeatedly avoided saying whether they will attend. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: {R2|JEFEAE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification.

o ZI|JiE also has a statement use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

RE (exactly / on earth)

B Investigate exactly what happened

o A confusing event needs a clear explanation.
s XREREBAMIE? — 37 focuses attention on the precise explanation.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 4¢3, (exactly / on earth). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XEFEREAEE?

zhe jiu jing shi zén me hui shi

Word guide: X — this; 5% — exactly; && — is; /E4 — how; [1]ZF — matter.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, XK R EABFE?: 7% focuses attention on the precise
explanation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 3¢ and #|JIE overlap in questions, with register preferences.
o Shared meanings do not make every use of the two interchangeable.
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B Use the distinction

o %¢%i focuses attention on the precise explanation.

e 5% and #|JiE overlap in questions, with register preferences. Shared meanings do

not make every use of the two interchangeable.

B Try it with help closed

A confusing event needs a clear explanation. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X775 42 E 4 [0 557

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 5% and F|JIE overlap in questions, with register preferences.

e Shared meanings do not make every use of the two interchangeable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

M| + Verb (just did)

B Recent is relative to a reference point

o A friend asks when you arrived; it was only a moment ago.
o BMIB]., -~ Wl places arrival shortly before the relevant reference time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ] + Verb (just did). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

e IE N

wo gang dao

Word guide: 3¢ — I; K| — just; #| — arrive.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FMIB], : W places arrival shortly before the relevant
reference time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The interval depends on context.
e 1 is not compulsory, but F|3L T —2445 is natural; avoid a blanket ban on T .

B Use the distinction
« [ places arrival shortly before the relevant reference time.

o The interval depends on context. T is not compulsory, but K| T —A&K is
natural; avoid a blanket ban on T .

B Try it with help closed

A friend asks when you arrived; it was only a moment ago. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: &Nl

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The interval depends on context.

e T is not compulsory, but N|3E T —7~43 is natural; avoid a blanket ban on 7.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

— + MW + — 4+ MW (one by one)

B Spread an action across individual units

o Students enter through a narrow door separately.

o ZpHE—A—APER., — The students enter one by one.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — + MW + — 4+ MW (one by one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

S — AR .
zué sheng yi ge yi ge jin lai
Word guide: 24 — students; —4~ — one; —~ — one; #F3 — come in.
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B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, 24 —A~—APEFK . : The students enter one by one.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression.
o It does not specify the exact time between entries.

B Use the distinction
o The students enter one by one.

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression. It does not specify
the exact time between entries.

B Try it with help closed

Students enter through a narrow door separately. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: 24 —A4~— -3k,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression.

o It does not specify the exact time between entries.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Z3k (originally / at first)

B Recover the earlier plan

e You intended to go, but your plan later changed.
o BAFAEE, JFREE. — 43 introduces the original intention against the later

outcome.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is %3 (originally / at first). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAEREE.
wo bén ldi xidng qu
Word guide: & — I; A3k — originally; 28 — want; % — go.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, AFHE I, FREFE., : 4% introduces the original
intention against the later outcome.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e 73 can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in 453 ylAR fj B
o A later change is not required in every use.

B Use the distinction

o 73 introduces the original intention against the later outcome.

o 73K can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in AN AR A EL. A later change
is not required in every use.

B Try it with help closed

You intended to go, but your plan later changed. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FxA KL J53k¥EEE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 73K can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in 2 pAR fij 5.

o A later change is not required in every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Bt (only / just — small quantity)

B Emphasise the limited amount

e Only one friend remains in a room.
o BRfB— A~ A. — Bl emphasises that the group is limited to this person.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B{ (only / just — small quantity). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BA— A
jiu ta yi ge rén
Word guide: #f — only; fifi — him; — — one; |~ A\ — person.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, Bifti— 4~ A, : 5l emphasises that the group is limited to
this person.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

3 has several functions outside this quantity reading.
o The sentence identifies the small set rather than sequencing an action.

B Use the distinction

4l emphasises that the group is limited to this person.

3 has several functions outside this quantity reading. The sentence identifies the
small set rather than sequencing an action.

B Try it with help closed

Only one friend remains in a room. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Hfth—4~ A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

4l has several functions outside this quantity reading.

o The sentence identifies the small set rather than sequencing an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

T (be sure to / whatever you do)

B Give an emphatic reminder

o A departure time matters and you urge a friend to be punctual.
o THHIERS|. — T/ strongly stresses the instruction not to be late.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FJj (be sure to / whatever you do). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

T AR !
ni qian wan bié chi dao

Word guide: #i — you; T Ji — be sure; %l — don’t; IR%| — be late.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, FHHERB]. : T/ strongly stresses the instruction not
to be late.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

It also appears in positive requests such as 7 2043
e In this use it is an intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

B Use the distinction

o T J7 strongly stresses the instruction not to be late.

o It also appears in positive requests such as T J7 224, In this use it is an
intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

B Try it with help closed

A departure time matters and you urge a friend to be punctual. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: T J7 jlliR 3,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

It also appears in positive requests such as T J7 5043

e In this use it is an intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

g (I’'m afraid / probably)

B A concerned estimate is still an estimate

o Travel is taking longer than expected and the deadline is near.

o BEART . — The speaker cautiously expects that there may not be enough
time.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (I’'m afraid / probably). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHRART

HSK 4 « 2 Adverbs @



kong pa ldi bu ji le
Word guide: R4 — I'm afraid; 34 & — not in time.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, TXHARA R T . : The speaker cautiously expects that
there may not be enough time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation.

o It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker cautiously expects that there may not be enough time.

o RYF often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation. It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

B Try it with help closed

Travel is taking longer than expected and the deadline is near. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ZU AT »

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation.

o It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (actually / unexpectedly)

B The unexpected outcome may be good

o A learner unexpectedly wins a competition.
o BERFT . — =4k presents the win as surprising to the speaker.
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B Build the form
o« The pattern in this lesson is B4R (actually / unexpectedly). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ERET .
ta jing rdn wang le
Word guide: fth — he; T4k — actually; & — forget.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, MEERBRT - : =4k presents the win as surprising to the
speaker.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events.

o JEZK often overlaps; neither word is restricted to bad news.

B Use the distinction

o F IR presents the win as surprising to the speaker.

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events. &SR often overlaps; neither
word is restricted to bad news.

B Try it with help closed

A learner unexpectedly wins a competition. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: =X 1 -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events.

o JEZK often overlaps; neither word is restricted to bad news.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

YEjH (rhetorical: don’t tell me ...7)

B Read the implied answer from the question

e Someone doubts a claim and asks whether it is possible.

o MEXEEME? - The speaker challenges the claim’s plausibility.
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B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Y8 (rhetorical: don’t tell me ...7). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

MEERS T E?
nan dao ni wang le ma
Word guide: #EiE — don’t tell me; R — you; & — forget.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, ¥EEIX B ERME? : The speaker challenges the claim’s
plausibility.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context.

o MEIHAVRAAE N often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response
is not always no.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker challenges the claim’s plausibility.

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context. & /R A AH 201G,
often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response is not always no.

B Try it with help closed

Someone doubts a claim and asks whether it is possible. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: YEiE X & ELIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context.

o MEIEARANAHZNY often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response
is not always no.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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% ... , B ... (first ..., then ...)

B A proposed sequence is not a completed history

» You suggest eating before watching a film.
o SENZMR, HEWE. — The proposed order is eating followed by the film.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 ... , B ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

K2R, HEHRE.
xian chi fan zai kan dian ying
Word guide: 4 — first; W24 — eat; F — then; & — watch; 5 — movie.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, JEIZAR , B B . . The proposed order is eating followed

by the film.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 4 marks the subsequent step here.
o The sentence alone does not report that either action has already occurred.

B Use the distinction

o The proposed order is eating followed by the film.

e 1 marks the subsequent step here. The sentence alone does not report that either
action has already occurred.

B Try it with help closed

You suggest eating before watching a film. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jelzik, FHEHE .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e - marks the subsequent step here.

o The sentence alone does not report that either action has already occurred.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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#H#F (also all of them)

B Find which group all refers to

o One group has arrived, and every member of a second group arrives too.

o fBfIHERT . — th adds the second group’s arrival, while f includes all members
of that group.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ##F (also all of them). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HeAIEERR T .

ta men yé dou ldi le

Word guide: ft{] — they; t — also; #F — all; 3¢ — come.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fBfTTHERF T . : th adds the second group’s arrival, while
#F includes all members of that group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o AL is the ordinary order in this sentence.
o Other discourse structures can use #f and # differently, so avoid a universal ban

on every #tH sequence.

B Use the distinction

o 1 adds the second group’s arrival, while #J5 includes all members of that group.

o HH#D is the ordinary order in this sentence. Other discourse structures can use #p
and 4 differently, so avoid a universal ban on every it sequence.
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B Try it with help closed

One group has arrived, and every member of a second group arrives too. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: fitfiJHEE T .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
HR is the ordinary order in this sentence.

Other discourse structures can use # and tH, differently, so avoid a universal ban
on every #{tH sequence.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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