Conjunctions & conditions
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A E# B (or — in statements)

B A statement offers two acceptable drinks

» You say either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o FRERHMIMEERAFT. — 503 presents alternatives in a statement.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A B3 B (or — in statements). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BIBAREE P .
wo hé chd huo zhé ka fei

Word guide: 3¢ — I; M — drink; %% — tea; B3 — or; IJIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, ZxBCE WIMEERST. : 5{3# presents alternatives in a state-
ment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o For a direct alternative question use if&: VRIS MIME? .

e A yes-or-no question can contain B, as in Z5a{F MMEERA] PARL? : questions are
not all the same type.

B Use the distinction

o B{F presents alternatives in a statement.
 For a direct alternative question use i 42: YRMZIAZMIME? . A yes-or-no question
can contain B, as in Z58FZ MIMEER AT PANS? ; questions are not all the same type.
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B Try it with help closed

You say either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 4585 MHEER T -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o For a direct alternative question use if42: VRIEZSIAZMIHE? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain {3, as in Z5a{E MIMEAR AT AL ? ; questions
are not all the same type.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FA ... (then / in that case)

B A reply follows a new piece of information

o A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving.
o FRARMIFEM. - HP4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HFA ... (then / in that case). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IRABAMTEN.

na me wo men zou ba

Word guide: #F4 — then; 4] — we; £ — go.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, IPARFIEIM. : HF4 introduces a response based on
what was just said.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.
o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; HFFATENM is a common shorter
reply.
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B Use the distinction

o #AR4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 H;. It does not itself indicate an
exact future time; APFR(TEM is a common shorter reply.

B Try it with help closed

A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ARAFATENTE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATEN is a common shorter
reply.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R + Person + Verb (with someone)

B A conversation has a partner
e You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend.
- REBIAKMIR. — IRAHA identifies the conversation partner.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is JB + Person + Verb (with someone). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBREWR .
wo gen péng you lido tian
Word guide: 3¢ — I; R — with; & — friends; B K — chat.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, TEBIAAMI LK. : AKX identifies the conversation part-

ner.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o XTHIAKIIED means a topic about friends.
o B} in this use can often be replaced by Fl; another R in fR#FHfhE means follow
him, a different construction.

B Use the distinction

o FRANA identifies the conversation partner.

o XTHIAKIIE D means a topic about friends. § in this use can often be replaced
by F1; another IR in JRZFME means follow him, a different construction.

B Try it with help closed

You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FFRAL AWK

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

KT A 158 means a topic about friends.
¥R in this use can often be replaced by #; another R in fR#FAME means follow

him, a different construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

A TR B? (or — in questions)

B A direct choice question asks for an option

e You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer.
o WRIBZARMME? — 1A 52 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A ¥ B? (or — in questions). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRIGHAE R ?
ni he cha hdi shi ka fei
Word guide: ¥R — you; Mg — drink; 2% — tea; 82 — or; IfIHE — coffee.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, {RIBZRIBZMIME? : A4 connects the alternatives the
guest should choose between.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an alternative question, so no final & is needed in the basic frame.

o A also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot deter-
mine every meaning.

B Use the distinction

o ifJ& connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

o This is an alternative question, so no final 1% is needed in the basic frame. i &
also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot determine
every meaning.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {RIEGESIAZMHE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an alternative question, so no final "% is needed in the basic frame.

e i~ also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot

determine every meaning.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

*F + Topic (about / regarding)

B A topic phrase can describe a book

* You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history.

o XR—AXTHEBEEHFE. — X TP EH L describes what the book is about.

B Build the form

+ The pattern in this lesson is &F + Topic (about / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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RT2HE, RAFE.

guan yu zhe jian shi wo bu zhi dao

Word guide: ZF — about; iX — this; /4 — (measure word); F — matter; I, — I, & -
not; #1138 — know.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XR—AXFHEFEHK T, : T HEFH describes
what the book is about.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e xT can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with fJ.

o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

B Use the distinction
o X THEH ¥ describes what the book is about.

e XF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with . It is
not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose topic
it supplies.

B Try it with help closed

You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X &—7A & [E R

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e xT can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with .
o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

BF ..., .. A .. (all the way until)

B A late understanding begins at a boundary

o An explanation becomes clear to you only now.

. EIWE, RAWHE. — HF gives the boundary and 7 emphasises that under-

standing did not occur earlier.
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B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is H®) ... , ... A ... (all the way until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HIPE, RAB.
zhi dao xian zai wo cdi ming bai

Word guide: B #| — until; }I{F — now; & — I; 4 — only then; B9 — understand.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, EB|IFE, BAH. : EHF| gives the boundary and 74
emphasises that understanding did not occur earlier.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o H ¥ can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without 7 {1 — B3|+ 5.
o Avoid adding /" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

B Use the distinction
e H ¥ gives the boundary and 4 emphasises that understanding did not occur
earlier.

e H#| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without #4: A1 —HEH %2+
1. Avoid adding 4 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

NN

B Try it with help closed

An explanation becomes clear to you only now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: H2|FAE, A,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o H % can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without A FA1—E 53|+

IDN

o Avoid adding 4 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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m] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

B An apology has a recipient

* You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend.
o RifBERR. — M{th identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is [a] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Mz .
xiang z2uo zhudn
Word guide: [n] — towards; £= — left; ¥% — turn.

B Read examples in context

RATBFE o

wo men xidng ta Tué Ti

Word guide: {7 — we; [a] — towards; fil — him; 2% >J — learn.

« In the opening example, FR[MEERK. : [1)fth identifies the person to whom the
apology is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.
o [Afh2>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward
him.

B Use the distinction

o [a]fth identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

o 1] works with physical directions and abstract targets. [aJf2#>] names a model
to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward him.
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B Try it with help closed

You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: F[a]fthiE 7.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o Mfth2¥>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking
toward him.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HE .., B ... (as long as)

B A sufficient condition permits entry

o A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter.
o REARE pifB#EE. — The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is RE ... , BE ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RESJ), BRBsRh.
zhi yao nu li jiu néng chéng gong
Word guide: H3E — as long as; %% J7 — work hard; 3 — then; §E — can; Jif{Z})] — succeed.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, REAE, gigE#txE. : The rule presents having a ticket
as sufficient for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHFE, AfeidtZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.
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B Use the distinction

e The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method. Contrast G H 2, A fEit
7, which makes a ticket necessary.

B Try it with help closed

A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: HEHE  sifgedtZ.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHFE, A feittZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

.y A .. (only then / only after)

B A required action comes before access

e You must finish registration before using an account.

o SEREM, AEMHEHMKS . — Registration is presented as a required condition
before use.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... , 4" ... (only then / only after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

w551, ARBE.
ni nu It cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: #} — you; % J7 — work hard; 4" — only then; §& — can; Ji§Z}] — succeed.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, SN, A BEMEHMKE-, - Registration is presented as
a required condition before use.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suffi-
cient ones.

B Use the distinction

o Registration is presented as a required condition before use.

o The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle. An
account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from sufficient
ones.

B Try it with help closed

You must finish registration before using an account. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 53N, A GEH K-S .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suf-
ficient ones.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HE ..., F .. (only if)

B A necessary condition is not a complete recipe

o A venue permits entry only to people with tickets.
o HAEERHE, Ak, — Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HF ... , 4 .. (only if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RA%H, A8E.

zhi you ni li cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: H7F — only if; %% 77 — work hard; 4" — only then; §& — can; W3 —
succeed.
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B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, REHFE, A 8B#E. : Having a ticket is presented as
necessary for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also be
required.

o HpifEl  whgEdEZ: instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

B Use the distinction

o Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required. H3A B L instead presents a ticket as enough under that
stated rule.

B Try it with help closed
A venue permits entry only to people with tickets. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.
One possible response: HAH I, Areidtsk.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required.
HPoE - wr g7 instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

. I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BT ... # / B (except / besides)

B An exception differs from an addition

o All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as
well as Chinese.

o BT, RFHEKRT . BRTHX, WALXEIL. — # helps mark the exception;
it helps mark the additional skill.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is &7 ... #8 / #& (except / besides). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, RFEHERT .
chi le ta da jia dou lai le
Word guide: [T — except; fli — him; K% — everyone; & — all; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

BRTHX, fhfe3es.

chii le Zhong wén ta hai hui Ying wén

Word guide: [T — besides; 13 — Chinese; ffi — he; & — also; & — can; # X —

English.

» In the opening example, BT, KFERKT . BRT 3, MEBLRXIEIC. : #L helps
mark the exception; iA helps mark the additional skill.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

B Use the distinction
o #B helps mark the exception; i helps mark the additional skill.

» Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch. The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the
second includes both skills.
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B Try it with help closed

All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as well
as Chinese. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i [ fth, KEHK T BT, b33,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word
as an infallible switch.

o The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

MR .. 3 (if )

B An invitation depends on free time

o A friend invites you to come if you are available.

o WRAEIFTE, BURME. — /Y15 closes the stated condition before the invitation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #I5R ... B3E (if ...). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA R, BRI
ri quo you shi jian de hua jiu ldi ba

Word guide: U — if; 5 — have; B[] — time; 35 — (if); 5k — then; 2k — come.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HIRFA B E B, BRI, : 35 closes the stated

condition before the invitation.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o WNSRAWE], BRI is also natural.

HJi is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of the
rest, of the sentence.
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B Use the distinction
e 3% closes the stated condition before the invitation.

o WNRABTE, HUEN is also natural. 3% is optional in this frame; it does not
guarantee a polite tone regardless of the rest of the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

A friend invites you to come if you are available. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: QA WA, FRIE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WNHAWIE], HiKME is also natural.

o Wi is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of
the rest of the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

R ..., B ... (if ..., then ...)

B A backup plan depends on rain

e The group plans not to go outside if it rains.

o WHRTW, BAIBEAZE. — Rain is the condition; not going is the planned conse-
quence.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is IR ... , Bk ... (if ..., then ..). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRTW, BAE.
ri quo xid yu jiv bu qu
Word guide: i3 — if; R — rain; gt — then; /A — not; % — go.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, TMER TR, BATEAZE . : Rain is the condition; not going
is the planned consequence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o WIHRTFMW, FAIAZ is also possible.
o 3 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every %I
R sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

B Use the distinction

o Rain is the condition; not going is the planned consequence.

o W TN, FAIAZE is also possible. ¥ often makes the condition-result link
explicit, but is not compulsory in every Y15 sentence. No rain has been asserted
yet.

B Try it with help closed

The group plans not to go outside if it rains. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: UNH TN, FAIEAE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o UMY, FM1AZ is also possible.

o 4l often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every
N5 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

AH ..., TH ... (not only ... but also)

B Two points can concern different people

e You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese.

o MEEFEFSHI, MAKKMES&. — The second clause adds the sister’s ability to

the brother’s.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is AMH. ... , M H. ... (not only ... but also). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XANMEAEEE, MHFZ.

zhe ge cai bu dan pidn yi ér qie hao chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; /~NH — not only; {#H — cheap;
1M1 H. — but also; {7 — tasty.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, AMEFFEF& I, T HEKKEE S, : The second clause
adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Place f~H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, fitiA{HE& 30, 1] H4&9E W is natural. The frame need not
always describe only one subject.

B Use the distinction

o The second clause adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Place ANH before the first subject when the subjects differ. With a shared subject,
fiAHS S, i H49E 3 is natural. The frame need not always describe only

one subject.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: NMHEFEFSH Y, 1 HiRHH 2.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Place f~H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

« With a shared subject, i AHZH 3¢, T H 2% 3 is natural. The frame need

not always describe only one subject.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs B#H (or: question vs statement)

B An embedded question still asks for a choice

e You do not know which drink a guest prefers.

o BAHEMIBIGEEMME, — 1852 keeps the alternative choice inside the statement

of uncertainty.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ vs B{F (or: question vs statement). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRUEZTE 2 M ?
ni he cha hadi shi ka fei
Word guide: #f — you; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; A2 — or; IIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context

FREE MHEARAT -

chd huo zhé ka fer dou xing

Word guide: %% — tea; B{3 — or; IIME — coffee; HF — both; T — fine.

« In the opening example, WAHEMIGIBEMIME. : X2 keeps the alternative
choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary
o Compare Z5{ F MIMEERAT, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose if42 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

B Use the distinction
o ifJ2 keeps the alternative choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Compare ZZ8{E MIMEERTT, a statement offering acceptable options. Choose if
f& for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than using the
whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

B Try it with help closed

You do not know which drink a guest prefers. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FANHIE fil e Z5 8 2 MNME .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare Z55{ Z MIMEERST, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose A4 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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