Sentence patterns (8 & %)
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

— .. W /# ... N/ B (not even one)

B A complete zero differs from a small number

¢ You opened the room and found no one inside.

o —PABEH., — The — .. %A frame emphasises zero people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — ... 4 / #p ... & / ¥ (not even one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—MABEE .
YL ge rén ye méi you
Word guide: — — one; 4~ — (measure word); A — person; {4, — even; &4 — there isn’t.

B Read examples in context

R—RBAR.

wo yi didn ye bu léi

Word guide: F — I; — & — a bit; th — even; A — not; & — tired.

o In the opening example, —f> AHEEEH . : The — .. A frame emphasises zero
people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Compare HF—4> A\, which is one person rather than zero.

o In —HEHAE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

B Use the distinction

o The — .. %A frame emphasises zero people.

o Compare HAG—4> A\, which is one person rather than zero. In — S A ZE, the
frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word in the construction.

B Try it with help closed

You opened the room and found no one inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: —/~> AtHEA .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare HA—/~ A\, which is one person rather than zero.

o In —HtAZ, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B ... # ... (the more ..., the more ...)

B One changing quantity is linked to another

e A larger group needs more chairs.

- \HIZ, BEN/THEIZL. — The number of chairs needed rises with the number
of people.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is #& ... #& ... (the more ..., the more ...). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERES.
wo yue ridng yue sheng qi
Word guide: & — I; # — the more; 8 — think; #& — the more; 2£F, — angry.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, A%, BERH T . : The number of chairs needed
rises with the number of people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o B .. B .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o R E S links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities
need not rise.



B Use the distinction
e The number of chairs needed rises with the number of people.

o iH ..k ... expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof. #{#
Bk T links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities need
not rise.

B Try it with help closed

A larger group needs more chairs. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: \i#liZ£, FEMRF#Z.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o B LML

o B E kT links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quanti-
ties need not rise.

expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

& sentences (do something to the object)

B A book is moved to a known place

¢ You put a particular book on the table.

o BIEHBAESRTFE. — JE introduces the affected book before the action and its
location.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & sentences (do something to the object).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RILBBAERT L.
wo ba shu fang zai zhuo zi shdng
Word guide: & — I; 48 — (#2); 45 — book; { — put; 7E — on

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, BILBHIEEF E.

before the action and its location.

51— table; | — on top.

. #8 introduces the affected book

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o An ordinary % construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not
merely =AY

o Put negation or an auxiliary before {: F &4 E . The book should be
identifiable in context.

B Use the distinction
o 3 introduces the affected book before the action and its location.

e An ordinary #! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely f845. Put negation or an auxiliary before f2: F % E-HE . The book
should be identifiable in context.

B Try it with help closed

You put a particular book on the table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: &TE%WT%?J:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely B
o Put negation or an auxiliary before #: F L4535 E. The book should be
identifiable in context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# sentences (the passive)

B A passive names the affected item

e Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book.

- PRMEET .

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is # sentences (the passive). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

— The book receives the action, while fii names the doer.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRMEET .
shu béi ta nd zou le
Word guide: -5 — book; g — by; fil — him; 3£ — take away.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FPMEFE T . : The book receives the action, while fil;
names the doer.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PHEESE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #% is not limited to bad outcomes: fi#i% HPA K is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

B Use the distinction
« The book receives the action, while fth names the doer.

o P& E T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown. #¥% is not limited to
bad outcomes: fi g% AP\ is a positive example. Use a complete verb phrase
for the intended event.

B Try it with help closed

Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: J#ifh&EET .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o P& 5E T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o Hf is not limited to bad outcomes: fBHFEHPAK: is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Place + Verb + # + Noun (existential)

B Describe a room from its location

« A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there.
o 3t F3E—IBHE . — The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B EEE—EE.

qiang shang gud zhe yi fi hua

Word guide: 5% — wall; |~ — on; # — hang; & — (state); — — a; [§ — (measure word);
[H] — painting.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, 3% F3:35—EHE . : The place comes first and introduces
the painting found there.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e This is an existential description.

o —IEMFELERE | is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first pre-
sentation.

B Use the distinction
e The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

o This is an existential description. —I§ HFE{ERE [ is also grammatical and starts
with the known painting instead. Do not reject the second order merely because
this lesson teaches place-first presentation.



B Try it with help closed

A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 5% 35 —I0RH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an existential description.

o —IEMEHEAERS I is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first
presentation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4+ QW + Bl + QW (whatever you like)

B A choice can be carried into an action

« A friend lets you pick any available dish.

o FRREIZHABIEA 4. — The repeated {14 makes the action follow your choice
of food.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is # + QW + ¥ + QW (whatever you like).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R A4 .

ni xidng chi shén me jiv chi shén me

Word guide: { — you; A2 — want; 7 — eat; {14 — what; 3t — then; IZ — eat; {14 —

what.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, REZEHABIZE 4. : The repeated {14 makes the
action follow your choice of food.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Match the repeated question word: AHZWf JLEZ<HF L.

¢ Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Use the distinction

o The repeated {4 makes the action follow your choice of food.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZ=H )Lyt ZMF JL. Freedom remains subject
to the real situation; the grammar does not create food that is unavailable or
remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Try it with help closed

A friend lets you pick any available dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RHZ 248244

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Match the repeated question word: A8 ZWf JLsgtZ=HF L.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + # (every / all)

B Negation changes a whole-set claim

o Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer.
o WEERAIE. — EHR covers every person in the understood group.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every / all). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

YEHRAIE .
shéi dou zhi dao

Word guide: #i — who; #f — all; H13E — know.



B Read examples in context

RA- 2B

wo shén me dou bu zidng chi

Word guide: F — I, {14 — anything; #} — all; A~ — not; 48 — want; 17 — eat.

« In the opening example, YEHRHIHE .
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: YEHR covers every person in the understood

B Know the boundary
o AN AHIIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o AREATAFRHIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

B Use the distinction

o fE#D covers every person in the understood group.

o YEHRAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows. 24 #R
138 means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes the scope.

B Try it with help closed

Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: #E#HIE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o YEENAHNIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o NEAHAHABHITE means not knowing everything: the negative’s position changes
the scope.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question words as “some- / any-”

B An indefinite choice is deliberately unnamed

¢ You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food.
o MW EMH4A. — fI4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Question words as “some- / any-". Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Rz R4
wo xidng chi didn shén me
Word guide: 3, — I; #H — want; Iz — eat; i — a bit; f|*4 — something.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FAEIZ KA 2. © f1-4 leaves the food unspecified: some-
thing to eat.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FAFHEMLENZ A4 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement that
he wants any food.

B Use the distinction
o fH4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite. FANHIE ML F 17/ 4 is an embedded question, not automatically a
statement that he wants any food.

B Try it with help closed

You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAHWZ Sf4 .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FAHE M N 2, is an embedded question, not automatically a statement
that he wants any food.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




37T (in order to / for the sake of)

B A purpose need not have been achieved

o A person runs regularly to improve health.

o NTER, B8 REM}E. - &7 names health as the purpose of running.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 2§77 (in order to / for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTRR, XK.
wei le jian kang ta mei tian pdo bu
Word guide: “4T — in order to; {5 — health; i — he; £ K — every day; ffi2f — run.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, T {&HE, MG REH. : & T names health as the

purpose of running.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fhEE RN TEEEM BEAE also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [H°A explains a cause
instead.

B Use the distinction

e AT names health as the purpose of running.

o fihEF R TR EIA also places the purpose after the subject. A purpose is a
goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [ explains a cause instead.

B Try it with help closed

A person runs regularly to improve health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & a5, fihhF KK .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fhARER N TR HAE also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [X} explains a cause
instead.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.



