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14 20.0 cm3 of hydrogen peroxide decomposes to water and oxygen in the presence of a suitable 
catalyst. 

 
160 cm3 of oxygen, measured at room conditions, is produced in 5.00 minutes. 

 
What is the average rate of decomposition of hydrogen peroxide during this reaction period? 

A 2.22  10–5
 mol s–1 

B 4.44  10–5
 mol s–1 

C 1.76  10–
 

4
 mol s–1 

D 2.67  10–3
 mol s–1 

 
 
15 Which reaction pathway diagram shows an endothermic reaction that occurs in two steps and in 

which the second step of the reaction is likely to be faster than the first? 
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Solution 15

Answer: C

Why

Endothermic means the products finish higher than the reactants overall.
Two steps means two humps with an intermediate dip between them.
The faster second step has the smaller activation energy, so the second hump
must be the lower one, measured from the intermediate.
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15 A mixture of gases reacts faster as its temperature increases. 
 

Which row explains this? 
 

 
the activation 

energy remains 
unchanged 

more particles 
have energy equal 

to or above the 
activation energy 

there is an increase 
in the rate of 

successful collisions 

A false false false 

B true true true 

C false true true 

D true false false 
 
 
16 A student investigated the chloride of a Period 3 element. This is what the student wrote down as 

their observations. 
 

The compound was a white crystalline solid. It dissolved easily in water to 
give a solution of pH 12. When placed in a test-tube and heated in a 
roaring Bunsen flame, the compound melted after several minutes’ 
heating. 

 
What can be deduced from these observations? 

A At least one of the recorded observations is not correct. 

B The compound was magnesium chloride, MgCl 2. 

C The compound was phosphorus pentachloride, PCl 5. 

D The compound was sodium chloride, NaCl. 
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Answer: B

Why

Raising the temperature does not change the activation energy – that belongs
to the reaction pathway.
It shifts the Boltzmann distribution, so a larger fraction of particles have
energy at or above Ea.
More particles over the barrier means more successful collisions per second, so
all three statements are true.


